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Wildfires have ravaged California this summer, destroying 
many small communities and leaving thousands dis-
placed or homeless. In July, VFW stepped in during a 
stage-5 fire to help veterans in need.

One of the hardest-hit areas was South Lake, Calif., only 10 
miles from VFW Post 7665 in Lake Isabella in the southern 
Sierra Nevadas. Deborah Johnson, VFW District 6 commander 
in California, heard about the fire in her District on the national 
news and immediately picked up the phone. 

“I needed to know that my Post was OK,” said Johnson, a 
1991 Persian Gulf War veteran. “Getting in touch was difficult. 
By that time, they had already lost the cell tower and service 
was spotty.” 

When she got in touch with Post Commander Tom Varble, 
she learned that Post 7665 wasn’t in imminent danger, and 
firefighters had sprayed the building to keep the flames on the 
hill at bay.

“VFW wanted to be a command post,” Johnson said. She 
contacted local media to spread the word that the Post would 
be a centralized location, stocked with goods.

“When the fire kicked off, it went extremely fast,” said 
Wayne Wright, Department senior vice commander. “We were 
able to give [displaced veterans] $1,000 in cash so they could 
go buy clothes, food… the essentials to live.” 

Donations started pouring in from across the state. The 
Post was filled with items people might need after being 
dislodged—clothes, food, camping supplies and cots. 

“Whatever you can think of to help people who lost 
everything,” Wright said.

‘Everything was on Fire’

VFW Department of 
California Helps Veterans  
Regroup After Wildfires

Many homes in South Lake, Calif., were completely burned after the Erskine 
fire in Kern County, Calif., from June 23 to July 11, 2016. Some 300 homes 
were destroyed over 48,019 acres, and two people were killed in the blaze.

“ This situation, as sad as it is, is what VFW 
is about, contrary to what others out there 
might think.” 

   — Steve Milano, Department Adjutant/Quartermaster  
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Post Quartermaster Paul Petersen and his wife worked from 
“sun up to sun down” helping anyone in need. Petersen, a 
Navy veteran who served in Vietnam, said they have been 
in touch with some 34 veterans in the community who 
experienced significant losses. Post members have offered 
nearly 500 volunteer hours and Auxiliary members have given 
around 400 hours. Even civilians off the street have donated 
some 300 hours of their time to help the cause.

According to Johnson, none of this would have been possible 
without excellent networking and communication between all 
levels of VFW.

Working with Johnson and her non-profit, California Veterans 
Assistance Foundation, the Department set up three different 
financial accounts so it could help veterans immediately.

Since the fire was officially called under control, VFW has 
helped rehouse almost all of the affected veterans who came 
forward for assistance, including Dale Evans, Post 7665 
service officer and Vietnam veteran. He and 13 of his family 
members lost their homes in the blaze. 

“I was a displaced human being and I wasn’t alone,” Evans 
said. “I walked my way through the process. I became aware 
of what was available to me so I could help veterans who turn 
to us.”                                                    continued on page 5
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Robert E. Wallace, Adjutant General

EXTRA! EXTRA!
NOTIFY SCHOOLS OF DEADLINES
While the school year is just beginning, it’s not 
too early to visit schools to talk about relevant 
VFW programs. Here are the deadlines you need 
to know to pass on to your local schools:
• Voice of Democracy: Nov. 1, 2016
• Patriot’s Pen: Nov. 1, 2016
•  Smart/Maher National Citizenship Education  

Teacher Award: Feb. 15, 2017
• Scout of the Year: March 1, 2017

For information on VFW programs, visit  
www.vfw.org, then click on the “Community” tab 
at the top and then “Youth and Education.”

CONVENTION HIGHLIGHTS ON YOUTUBE
Did you miss the 2016 VFW National 
Convention? Watch video highlights from  
the event in Charlotte, N.C., online at  
www.YouTube.com/VFWVIDS.

VFW PROGRAMS RECEIVE $47,000
Participants in the Vander Clute Memorial 
Motorcycle Ride raised $47,000 to be used  
for VFW programs. They presented the  
check to then-Commander-in-Chief  
John A. Biedrzycki, Jr., during VFW’s  
national convention in Charlotte, N.C.

VFW ACCEPTING FELLOWSHIP APPLICATIONS
VFW and Student Veterans of America (SVA) 
now are accepting applications from student 
veterans interested in participating in the 2017 
VFW-SVA Legislative Fellowship program. 

Now in its third year, the fellowship offers 10 
selected student veterans the opportunity to meet 
face-to-face with members of Congress during 
the annual VFW National Legislative Conference 
Feb. 26 to March 3. The fellowship also provides 
additional opportunities for awardees to address 
veterans’ issues in their communities.  

VFW-SVA Legislative Fellowship opportunities 
are open to currently enrolled student veterans 
at colleges and universities with active SVA 
chapters. Candidates must be VFW members.

Some past fellows earned academic credit 
for their experience, as well as landed jobs as a 
result of their fellowship experience. 

All applications must be submitted by  
close-of-business Oct. 21, 2016. Selected  
fellows will be notified before Thanksgiving.  
For more information and to apply, visit  
www.vfw.org/StudentFellowship.

SIGN YOUR NAME, CHANGE YOUR FUTURE
VFW members like you frequently tell us, “I 
wish I could do more.” Learn about ways you 
can have an impact for future generations of 
veterans, just by signing your name—all it  
takes is a few words in your will. Call the  
VFW Planned Giving Office at (816) 968-1119, 
e-mail plannedgiving@vfw.org or visit  
www.vfw.org/plannedgiving.

YOU CAN BENEFIT FROM VACATION SAVINGS
Ready to get away? Whether you are planning 
to take off for a new vacation spot or visit an 
old favorite, call the VFW Member Benefits 
Department at 1-800-821-2606, option 1 for 
some cost-savings suggestions.

CHECK OUT THE VFW STORE’S NEW ITEMS
Shop the VFW Store for VFW branded ball caps, 
T-shirts, polos and more. Browse the store’s 
new items online at www.vfwstore.org and click 
on “Look What’s New.” Your purchase from the 
VFW Store supports veterans, military service 
members and their families. 

New QM Welcomes ‘All Points of View’
As the newly elected 

national VFW quarter-
master general, I’d like 
to introduce myself. I 
am excited to be serving 
the organization in this 
capacity and look forward 
to continuing VFW’s great 
work on behalf of veterans. 

Although I am new to 
this position, I’ve worked 
for VFW for a number of 

years, first as an assistant director to the quarter-
master general, then as the investment coordinator 
and director of human resources. Most recently, I was 
assistant quartermaster general.  

I’ve had the great pleasure of working for past  
Quartermasters General Larry Maher and Bob Greene. 
I am grateful for their encouragement and mentorship. 

My involvement with VFW isn’t just confined to 
national headquarters. I’ve served as the commander 
of VFW Post 7356 in Parkville, Mo., where I am a 
Gold Legacy life member.

On a more personal note, I was born and raised in 
Columbia, Mo. I attended the University of Missouri-
Columbia, where I was an ROTC cadet, earning a 
degree in economics.

After graduation, I entered the Army and was 
stationed in Germany and stateside. From 1990-91, 
I served with the 1st Infantry Division in Saudi Arabia, 
Iraq and Kuwait during the Persian Gulf War. 

While in the Army, I earned my master’s in systems 
management. Following my service, I worked in the 
private sector in a variety of management positions, 
which took me from Atlanta, Ga., to southern 
California, to Kansas City, Mo. 

My military service and private sector work exposed 
me to an array of responsibilities, including human 
resources, logistics management, information 
technology, inspector general, property management 
and finance—all of which are relevant to my duties as 
quartermaster general.

As you may have noted, I am the first female VFW 
quartermaster general. I know the members elected 
me because they have confidence in my abilities to do 
the job, regardless of my gender.

However, I understand the importance of diversity, 
both in the military and in the workplace. I believe 
that we do a better job when we welcome all points of 
view, from both men and women, veterans of all ages 
and campaigns, and all races and backgrounds. 

I look forward to working as part of VFW’s 
leadership team and using my knowledge and 
experiences to help strengthen our organization and 
chart the course for the future. 

Our Collective Voice Will be Heard 
VFW is launching a new 

era in its proud history. 
We have before us the 
opportunity to reshape the 
public’s perception  
of our organization and  
to better publicize our 
programs and accomplish-
ments. As VFW’s new 
adjutant general,  
I am eager to help lead 
the effort.

My service in the Marine Corps during the Vietnam 
War, my work afterward as a bank executive and 
leading New Jersey’s Department of Veterans Affairs, 
and my experience leading VFW at all levels—
including commander-in-chief in 1991-92 and our 
Washington Office since 2001—has taught me  
one valuable lesson: To be successful, all members  
of a team must pull together with the same goals  
in mind.

VFW’s new Commander-in-Chief Brian Duffy—
the first Desert Storm veteran to lead our great 

organization—has clearly defined those goals. 
Over the next year, we will embrace new technology 

to spread our message. We will encourage our 
members to vote and actively support VFW’s 
legislative agenda. We will aggressively protect VA 
health care from those who want to privatize it.

National headquarters will soon unveil a new 
website and a new mobile app for smart phones. 
We’re asking Departments and Posts to publicize VFW 
Action Alerts about legislation we want passed or 
defeated. And regarding VA health care, our mantra 
will echo what Commander-in-Chief Duffy said in 
Charlotte, N.C.: “Improve, don’t dismantle, the VA 
health care system.” 

Don’t hesitate to communicate VFW’s goals and 
don’t be shy about trumpeting our successes.

I promise you this: We will make our collective voice 
heard, be it communicating through social media, 
testifying on Capitol Hill or expressing our individual 
preferences at the ballot box. The nation will be 
reminded that VFW members still serve this great 
nation—in our communities, in our state capitals and 
in Washington.
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Do you need help filing a claim? 
VFW’s National Veterans Service has a VFW Department service 

officer locator on its website. To find a service officer near you, just 
follow these easy steps:

1. Visit www.vfw.org/nvs.

2. Select “ASSISTANCE” from the menu.

3.  Select “NATIONAL VETERANS SERVICE” from the pull-down 
menu.

4.  Locate the “FIND A SERVICE OFFICER” box on the right-hand 
side of the screen.

5. Select your state and hit “GO”.

FIND A SERVICE OFFICER

GO 

NATIONAL VETERANS SERVICE

State

Please send information to: Checkpoint 
Attn: Outstanding Service Officers 
406 W. 34th Street, Kansas City, MO 64111 
or call (816) 968-1171  
or e-mail tdyhouse@vfw.org

W A N T E D

Outstanding Service 

Officers

We would like to read about 

the hard work your Post and 

Department service officers 

are doing. If y
ou would like 

to see them receive some 

much-deserved recognition, 

send us a brief note 

explaining why. 

VETERAN OUTREACH

VFW Motto Inspires Nevada Post

Nevada Outreach Event Aids Vets  
and Adds Members

A VFW Post in northeastern Nevada has come up with an idea to attract  
vets that provides a new source of members. Post 2350’s second veteran 
outreach effort in six months doubled in duration and attendance and ultimately 
resulted in 10 new members.

The first event, held in October 2015 at the Post with three veteran  
service officers (VSO), drew 100 people. The second, off-site program drew 
around 200.

Former Post commander Chuck Galloway said he thought about VFW’s motto, 
“No one does more for veterans,” and what his Post does at the local level.

“We do a lot of community service projects, but nothing specifically for 
veterans,” Galloway said. “So, I realized that in talking to people that there was 
a lot of misinformation out there amongst the veterans, a lot of word-of-mouth 
misinformation getting passed around.”

And that’s how he decided to spearhead this outreach event. He wanted 
to “provide a central location” for veterans to determine what benefits are 
available to them.

The Post, located in Elko about 120 miles west of the Utah border, 
advertised through local radio and newspapers, which cost roughly $1,600.  
An employee with a local convention center designed promotional flyers.

Galloway also saw a “good opportunity” to interact with VFW-eligible veterans 
for recruitment efforts. The Post recruited seven members through its first 
outing and three at the second, which was held in April over a two-day period.

The second event, located at the city’s old airport terminal, included an 
additional VSO and about 20 organizations. The groups did not necessarily 
offer veteran-specific services, but Galloway said their inclusion “really added 
to the atmosphere.” 

Groups included a student veterans organization, a suicide-awareness 
group and Team Rubicon, a nonprofit entity that unites the military and first 
responders to assist in disaster aftermath.

Representatives from the Nevada Attorney General’s office, which offers 
free legal services to veterans, also attended, said Galloway, who served as 
a combat engineer with the 588th Engineer Battalion attached to the 25th 
Infantry Division in Tay Ninh, Vietnam, from 1967-68.

The lawyers wrote wills and created power-of-attorney documents, Galloway 
said. The legal services representatives, according to Galloway, said they 
produced 170 documents during the two-day period.

One veteran said the event helped him resolve an issue he had been dealing 
with for 40 years, according to Galloway.

“I was just tickled to death about the way things worked out,” Galloway said.
While Galloway will not be involved with future events due to relocating to 

Arizona, Post member Jacob Park will lead the charge.
E-mail: kwilliams@vfw.org

VFW Post 2350 in northeastern Nevada began hosting veteran outreach events to attract new members. The first program was 
held in October 2015. Former Post Commander Chuck Galloway said he wanted to “provide a central location” for veterans to 
determine what benefits are available to them.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF  
CHUCK GALLOWAY
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Britton Shoellhorn, 27  
Quartermaster, Post 12153, 
Greenwood, Ind.

Shoellhorn served in the Army in  
Iraq in 2012-13, and this year was  
his third convention.

“It’s important to be here to take part 
in decisions to make necessary changes 
to the organization,” Shoellhorn said.

To improve the national convention, 
Shoellhorn suggested a better 
registration system, such as a digital 
system at a kiosk.

As far as the organization as a whole 
is concerned, Shoellhorn said he likes 
the family aspect and community 
service projects. But above all, he 
said VFW’s most important function 
is helping veterans re-integrate into 
civilian life.

As far as the organization’s  
future, Shoellhorn said he hopes  
VFW will eventually locate Posts on 
military bases or establish virtual  
Posts online. 

“I would like for us to have more 
sponsors so that we could move to a 
duesless system,” Shoellhorn said.

He expects VFW to elect its first 
female commander in five years.

Hollie Shoellhorn, 32, Post 12153, 
Greenwood, Ind.

Shoellhorn, who earned her 
eligibility in Afghanistan from 2006-
07, said her VFW involvement is a 
“great experience.”

“I like that I can be a part of change 
and that my voice can be heard,” 
said Shoellhorn, who attended the 
convention with her husband, Britton.

She also likes the camaraderie.
“I like the sense of family and 

security at our Post,” Shoellhorn said. 
“A lot of veterans get home and have 
a really rough time, but VFW members 
understand and are here for you.”

As such, she said VFW’s most 
important function is its service to 
veterans.

“Helping with their benefits is so 
important,” Shoellhorn said.

Within 10 years, she said, she 
hopes the “different generations” will 
work together and compromise more 
on change. She hopes all Posts will 
work toward being more family friendly 
to attract younger veterans.

Shoellhorn said she expects to see 
a female commander within three to 
five years.

Dee Adams, 53, Department of 
Georgia Surgeon, Post 6077, 
Hawkinsville, Ga.

Adams earned her eligibility during 
1991’s Persian Gulf War while 
serving with the Air Force’s 1962nd 
Communication Group. She said there 
is “a lot of information” at the national 
convention.

“It’s the only place to get all of this 
information in one place to take back 
to the Post,” said Adams, who has 
attended three national conventions. 
“Information doesn’t always get 
filtered down to the Post level.” 

Helping other veterans is what she 
enjoys most about her involvement 
with VFW.

“I found a niche that I like and this 
is it,” Adams said.

The Department of Georgia Surgeon 
said she would like to see more done 
for Persian Gulf War veterans because 
they are forgotten. She also believes 
VFW will elect its first female national 
commander in 10 years.

“I’m hoping to see VFW serve 
women and younger veterans more 
and also work to serve their families,” 
Adams said.

First Female Chief a Hot Topic

Convention Attendees Voice Opinions on  
VFW’s Strengths, Weaknesses and Future
While attending the 117th National Convention in Charlotte, N.C., VFW members offered opinions on a variety of 
topics. They explained why they attend the national convention, how it and VFW as a whole could be improved 
and when members believe they will see a female commander elected. Here are their responses.

David Joe Duncan, 77, Post 1160, 
Charlotte, N.C.

Duncan earned his VFW eligi-
bility “keeping young guys alive” in 
Vietnam with the 1st Cavalry Division 
from 1966-67. He said he joined 
VFW in 1967 and enjoys attending 
the national convention, particularly 
this year because it was held in his 
hometown.

“There are a lot of things  
[members] can find out about VFW,” 
Duncan said. 

He personally enjoyed this year’s 
claims clinic, where accredited service 
officers helped him appeal a claim for 
adjusted VA benefits.

Tom Judd, 64, Department of 
Arizona Surgeon, Post 9907,  
Show Low, Ariz.

Judd, who served from 1971-72 
on the USS Leonard Mason during 
the Vietnam War, attended his first 
convention this year.

“There have been a lot of learning 
opportunities,” Judd said.

The life member of eight years said 
he appreciates how VFW takes care of 
other veterans.

“I like that we don’t leave anyone 
behind,” Judd said.

He also credited the veterans of Iraq 
and Afghanistan saying, “They went 
through some things I never had to go 
through, like TBI.”

VFW’s most important function, 
according to Judd, is taking care of 
young veterans and their families, 
while also helping all veterans receive 
the benefits they are entitled to.

In 10 years, Judd said, VFW will 
“still be growing strong” and gaining 
younger members.

“My Post has 491 members, 
20% of those are under 50,” Judd 
said. “We try hard to recruit younger 
veterans and make them feel welcome 
at the Post.”

Though Judd said he knows a 
woman who could be VFW’s first 
female commander now, he said it will 
be 10 years until that occurs.

He also said he appreciated the 
time to meet with upper-level VFW 
employees who can “get things done” 
for him. 

For Duncan, VFW’s most important 
work is that of its service officers. His 
least favorite part of convention is 
walking.

“Provide everyone a wheelchair,” 
Duncan joked.

He voiced concerns about recruit-
ment, saying the best way to reach out 
is to speak with potential members 
face to face.

“Who wants to mess around on a 
computer?” he said. “When you’re 
looking them in the eye, they can’t  
run away.” 
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Mary Bandini, 33, California  
District 7 Sr. Vice Commander, 
Post 10049, Simi Valley, Calif.

Bandini served in Bosnia in 2001 
and Qatar in 2004 with 319th 
Security Forces Sqdn. She said 
it’s important to attend convention 
because policy is decided there. 

“Priorities for the year are 
established at convention so it’s 
important to be here for that,” Ban-
dini said.

However, she said the seminars 
need to be “more engaging.” As an 
example of what works well, Bandini 
referred to a “Revitalizing Your 
Post” workshop held last year that 
had a line “out the door.”

The best part of being a VFW 
member, for Bandini, is being 
involved in the community. She said 
a Simi Valley mall recently donated 
space  
for her Post to sponsor a military 
history museum.

But VFW’s most important 
function, she said, is legislation 
advocacy and providing service 
officers at no cost.

The state of VFW in the next 
decade, according to Bandini, 

“depends entirely on the leadership.”
“We are at a pivotal point,” she 

said. “I hope to see more diversity 
going forward.”

She said she doesn’t feel like the 
National Council of Administration is 
representative of the membership.

Additionally, Bandini said the first 
female commander should not be 
elected just because of her gender. 
She doesn’t see that occurring for at 
least 12 to 16 years.

“It needs to be the right person,” 
Bandini said. “At the Post level, VFW 
still makes it difficult.”

E-mail: kwilliams@vfw.org

Convention Attendees Voice Opinions on VFW’s Strengths, Weaknesses and Future continued from page 4

“ I’m hoping to see VFW serve women and younger 
veterans more and also work to serve their families.” 

   —  Dee Adams, Department of Georgia Surgeon

Left: Community members and first responders 
enjoy a roast beef dinner hosted at Post 7665 in Lake 
Isabella, Calif. Post 3783 in Ramona and Department 
Commander Dale Smith provided the meal to thank first 
responders and unite the fire-ravaged community.

Above: California Department Commander Dale Smith 
cooks beef to feed community members on July 16 
after the Erskine fire ravaged Kern County, Calif., from 
June 23 to July 11, 2016. Post 7665 in Lake Isabella 
served as a command post for affected veterans, 
providing them with food, goods and equipment to 
survive after losing their homes in the wildfire.

Fire victims lost homes, family heirlooms, and, in some cases, their identities. Evans shared the story of  
a WWII veteran who lost his wallet and therefore couldn’t withdraw money from the bank to feed himself or  
his family.

Though an unfortunate side effect, the Department gained eight new VFW members, who signed up as a 
result of the kindness and support they received from the organization. 

“What people won’t forget is we went up there and helped out the best we could,” Department Adjutant/
Quartermaster Steve Milano said. “This situation, as sad as it is, is what VFW is about, contrary to what others 
out there might think.” 

Milano served during Operation Just Cause (1989) in Panama and joined VFW in 1998.
To start the healing process, Department Commander Dale Smith and his Post (3783 in Ramona) sponsored  

a barbecue at the Lake Isabella Post.
The 200 community members who attended appreciated the gesture—not just because they enjoyed the  

free roast beef dinner, but because the Department showed that it cared for the Post.
“That’s what our job is,” Smith said. “Helping veterans is what we do, and we take care of the vets and  

our families.”              E-mail: kgibson@vfw.org
PHOTOS COURTESY OF DEBORAH JOHNSON

VFW Department of California Helps Veterans Regroup After Wildfires, continued from cover

PHOTOS BY VFW STAFF

Cleo Summers, 52, Department of 
North Carolina Service Officer, Post 
1134, Winston-Salem, N.C.

Summers earned his VFW eligibility 
in Korea in 1991 and 1994-95 with 
the 2nd Infantry Division. He attended 
this year’s convention – his first – 
“to see how VFW works.” He hopes 

to break the stigma of drinking and 
smoking in the Posts.

Additionally, Summers said 
the convention “should be more 
accessible to the public.”

“They would see what we are 
about,” Summers said. “We work for 
the community. We need to be less 
verbal, more active.”

He most likes helping others and his 
community, and believes VFW’s most 
important function is to help pass 
education legislation for veterans.

In 10 years, Summers said, he 
hopes “to see a stronger, bigger” 
membership.

“If we do our job, it will happen,” 
Summers said. “We need to be open 
to accept all eligible veterans.”

But as far as when VFW will elect its 
first woman commander, he said, “We 
have to break up the ‘good ole boy’ 
network first.”
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A staple of VFW’s national convention is the 
health fair, which included 13 new vendors this year 
in Charlotte, N.C.

The new exhibitors included several that provide 
services directed at raising mental health awareness. 
One was Give an Hour, a nonprofit organization of 
mental health professionals who “give an hour” of 
their time to help veterans in need of support.

Robert Stewart has worked for Give an Hour as a 
project coordinator for two years.

“The most important thing about Give an Hour is 
that we are directly involved,” said Stewart, who is 
based in Detroit. 

Stewart said he felt welcomed by VFW members 
at the convention. He traveled the 600 miles 
from Detroit to specifically promote the “Change 
Directions” campaign, which is devoted to ending 
the stigma of mental health.

“We equate mental health with physical health,” 
Stewart said. “Don’t be afraid to tackle mental 
health.”

VFW member Edward Holderness 
and his wife, Theresa, have visited the 
health fair for the past 10 years. While 
Holderness, a member of Post 4256 
in Madeira Beach, Fla., said he hasn’t 
noticed much change in what services 
are available, he did say that it was 
always a helpful resource and VFW is 
“doing a good job” at providing access 
to information and services at the 
health fair.

The four-day event featured such 
services as eye exams, kidney 
screenings and skin cancer checks. 

“The most at-risk for skin cancer 
are Caucasian men ages 50 and 
older,” said Crystal Hernandez with the 
American Academy of Dermatology. 
“So this is a great place to target that 
demographic.”

The skin cancer booth saw more 
than 100 people on Saturday, the 

Claims Clinic a ‘Tremendous Success’
A new addition at this year’s health fair was the 

Claims Clinic. For two days, accredited service 
officers helped veterans and their families with 

tasks such as filing VA benefit 
claims, providing status 
updates on pending claims and 
appeals and answering general 
questions.

“This event was a tremendous 
success for VFW as it allowed 
several members of our team to 
assist hundreds of veterans and 
their families in the community,” 
said Charles Ryder, VFW-
accredited service officer based 
out of Winston-Salem, N.C. 

“The opportunity to serve this 
many veterans and their families 
at one event in this capacity 
is not a daily occurrence. To 
provide on-site assistance and 
definitive action on claims that 
were ready for completion was 
a very rewarding aspect of this 
event and greatly appreciated by 
those in attendance.”

 In two days, 15 service 
officers helped 287 veterans with their 
VA claims or appeals. They recovered 
$258,844 in retroactive benefits.

E-mail: kgibson@vfw.org

World War II Veterans Leading VFW 
Posts from Coast to Coast

2,250 Recognized to Date

The Checkpoint staff extends a hearty “thank you” to all our World War II Post 
leaders, members and veterans. And we want to recognize those who still devote 
time and energy to VFW causes.

Listed below are 25 WWII veterans who serve VFW Posts in official capacities. 
Checkpoint has recognized a total of 2,250 such Post leaders since the January/
February 2009 issue. We will continue to feature this section in subsequent issues 
until every WWII Post leader whose name is submitted is recognized. 

If you would like to recognize a WWII veteran who currently serves your Post, 
please send us his or her name, official Post position and your Post’s location.  
Send information to:   
Checkpoint 
Attn: WWII Leaders 
406 W. 34th Street 
Kansas City, MO 64111 
E-mail: tdyhouse@vfw.org 

Name Position Post/Location 
Joseph Audino Trustee Post 1741, Auburn, Wash.
Roger Baker Trustee Post 9430, Seattle, Wash.
Nick Borato Jr. Vice Cmdr. Post 9693, Bay Village, Ohio 
Joseph Brniak Jr. Vice Cmdr. Post 6863, Summit, Ill.
Joe Caserta Trustee Post 6650, Ocean City, N.J.
John Delliskave Chaplain Post 12087, West Jordan, Utah
Guy Evans Honor Guard Post 9451, Oldtown, Md.
James Fenner Trustee Post 9430, Seattle, Wash. 
Tony Francati Chaplain Post 9693, Bay Village, Ohio
Harold Gomer Color Guard Post 1216, Austin, Minn.
Tom Hill Judge Advocate Post 9693, Bay Village, Ohio
Bob Hitchcock Judge Advocate Post 3928, Benecia, Calif.
Harold Holman Judge Advocate Post 1230, Sheboygan, Wis.
Les Jacobs Chaplain Post 9430, Seattle, Wash.
Bob Johnson Trustee Post 9430, Seattle, Wash.
Norman Kaminski Trustee Post 6863, Summit, Ill.
Paul Kubis Trustee Post 6664, Library, Pa.
Charles Lake Service Officer Post 6863, Summit, Ill.
Ken Lydon Club Manager Post 9430, Seattle, Wash.
Ray McClory Trustee Post 725, Mokena, Ill.
Truman Moen Color Guard Post 1216, Austin, Minn.
Carmine Pecorelli Judge Advocate Post 3108, Belfast, Maine
Charles Rector Color Guard Post 1216, Austin, Minn. 
Norval Twigg Honor Guard Post 9451, Oldtown, Md.
Wallace Walker Surgeon Post 9451, Oldtown, Md.

13 New Vendors

VFW Health Fair Provides Screenings and Assistance with Claims

Susan Kelb (right) and her husband, Royce 
(center), both members of Post 5925 in 
Lincoln, Mo., meet with Dr. Gardiner Roddey 
before participating in a free skin cancer 
screening. Thanks to the American Academy of 
Dermatology, some 220 convention attendees 
received screenings in Charlotte, N.C., in July.

PHOTO BY KELLY GIBSON

first day of the health fair.  According to Hernandez, 
doctors referred some members to seek additional 
treatment for potential skin cancer.

Susan and Royce Kelb, both members of Post 
5925 in Lincoln, Mo., 
received skin exams. 

“I had skin cancer before  
and my dad had melanoma,” 
Susan said. “So I like to get  
it checked out often, and this 
is free.”

Susan said she convinced  
her husband to get an exam  
as well.

“People may not get it 
checked,” she said. “They 
might just think, ‘That’s just 
a mole,’ or, ‘That’s just flaky 
skin.’ It’s a good thing to know 
either way.”

Health Fair  
By The Numbers:
•  700 consultations with represen-
tatives of the Veterans Crisis Line

•  500 blood pressure screenings by 
Walgreens

•  370 visits to VA’s Office of 
Connected Care-Telehealth

• 300 visits to Give an Hour

•  220 screenings by the American 
Academy of Dermatology

•  65 years: average age of attendees

•  58 vision screenings by the 
American Optometric Association

• 25 units of blood donated
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Recognizing Teachers

VFW Honors Nation’s Top Educators for Patriotism 
in the Classroom

VFW’s annual Smart/Maher National Citizenship Education Teacher of the Year 
program honors the nation’s top elementary, middle and high school teachers for 
displaying commitment to Americanism and patriotism.

VFW presented this year’s awards during its 117th National Convention in 
Charlotte, N.C. The winning teachers each received $1,000 for personal professional 
development, and another $1,000 each went to their schools.

Nominations for next year’s awards must be submitted by Feb. 15, 2017.

Jessica Mosley
Park Intermediate School
Weiser, Idaho
Post 2738 (Payette, Idaho)

A member of Post 2738, this fourth-grade 
teacher volunteers to lead Girl Scout troops. 
Whether she has the girls rake leaves for the elderly 
or place flags on the graves of U.S. veterans, Mosley 
works to mold good citizens.

She also organizes an annual Veterans Day 
program at her school. Dressed in her Navy uniform, 
she participates in the ceremony herself. Mosley 
brings veterans into her classroom throughout the 
year to discuss their military service.

During the holidays, her students make greeting 
cards for deployed troops, as well as veterans at the 
local veterans home.

Once per month, she fulfills her duty as a Navy 
reservist, something she has been doing for 19 
years. She joined the Navy in 1999, deploying 
to the Persian Gulf on Nov. 13, 2001, for seven 
months, where she earned her VFW eligibility.

She served another year on active duty, but did 
not re-enlist. Mosley worked as a civilian contractor 
for the Air Force before later joining the Navy 
Reserves. In 2008, she decided to go to school to 
be a teacher, a goal she achieved in just three years. 

“Mrs. Mosley teaches and models civic 
responsibility and patriotism to students in both our 
school and community,” said Dave Kerby, principal 
at Park Intermediate School.

E-mail: jdyhouse@vfw.org

William Ellery
Carmel High School
Carmel, Ind.
Post 10003 (Carmel, Ind.)
When Ellery began teaching history 21 years 

ago, he realized that it was not that students 
didn’t care about veterans, but that they didn’t 
understand what a veteran truly is. That’s when 
he began incorporating veteran interviews into 
his curriculum. Then he began the tradition of 
having veterans speak in his classroom. 

At his previous high school, his students raised 
funds to build a veterans memorial on the school 
grounds. His students sponsored a support-the-
troops rally after troops entered Iraq in 2003. 

Ellery’s class also has participated in the 
Moving Wall, the traveling Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial. His students read the names of the 
Indianans killed during the Vietnam War.

He said the most rewarding part of teaching 
about veterans’ sacrifices is when he chaperones 
students on trips to Europe. There, the teens visit 
American cemeteries and place flags on veterans’ 
graves. A few years ago, his students raised 
money to take European Theater veteran Carl 
Hobson with them to France. The 90-year-old 
Hobson fought on Omaha Beach on D-Day.

Post 10003 Commander Richard Leirer 
nominated Ellery for the VFW award.

“He goes the extra mile to ensure the students 
are taught about American traditions, patriotism 
and civic responsibility,” Leirer said.

Donna Kregelka
Chippewa Middle School
Okemos, Mich. 
Post 2406 (Charlotte, Mich.)

A social studies teacher, Kregelka annually 
hosts a party for her students on or near 
Constitution Day (Sept. 17). Students are 
introduced to the Bill of Rights and are quizzed 
weekly. One student said of the weekly quizzes: 
“We know them all really well so that we don’t get 
cheated out of our rights.”

For the past 18 years, Kregelka has organized 
a Veterans Day assembly at her school. Students 
write and read aloud essays about the veterans 
in their own families. Additionally, veterans stand 
before the school and offer their personal military 
experiences. 

One of her shining achievements was the 
establishment of an elective class on World War 
II. For Kregelka, whose father served in WWII, the 
class is especially poignant because it teaches 
younger generations about the pivotal war. A 
major project of the class is the construction of 
battle boards after the students study a particular 
battle. Then the class presents the battle boards 
at a local senior citizen center.

“She inspires us every day to be the best 
Americans we can be,” said student Julia 
Lehtonen, when nominating her teacher.

VFW’s annual Smart/Maher National Citizenship Education Teacher of the Year 
Award was created in 1999. It is named for past VFW Commander-in-Chief John 
W. Smart and and former VFW Quartermaster General Larry Maher.
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11 76 San Antonio, TX .............1,607
12 4709 Conroe, TX .....................1,585
13 9342 Ansbach, Germany ........1,447
14 10047 North Las Vegas, NV .....1,431
15 4647 North Highlands, CA ......1,430
16 6506 Rosedale, MD ................1,412
17 7968 Apache Junction, AZ ......1,399
18 63 Boise, ID ........................1,392
19 2391 Saint Augustine, FL .......1,342
20 7234 Ocean View, DE .............1,327
21 628 Sioux Falls, SD ...............1,299
22 4809 Norfolk, VA ....................1,275
23 10097 Fort Myers Beach, FL .....1,252
24 1146 St Clair Shores, MI ........1,238
25 6873 Abilene, TX ....................1,223
26 549 Tucson, AZ .....................1,221
27 2866 Saint Charles, MO ......... 1,191
28 10810 Stuttgart, Germany .......1,190
29 2111 Chula Vista, CA ............. 1,178

30 10216 Songtan-Si, Korea .........1,163
31 7686 Alamogordo, NM ............ 1,157
32 8951 West York, PA ................1,156
33 972 Terre Haute, IN ..............1,138
34 9399 Apache Junction, AZ ......1,133
35 2503 Omaha, NE ....................1,120
36 56 Leavenworth, KS ........... 1,113
37 1512 Lemon Grove, CA ...........1,079
38 8541 San Antonio, TX .............1,071
39 3282 Port Orange, FL .............1,065
40 1326 Bismarck, ND ................1,064
41 969 Tacoma, WA ...................1,062
42 1273 Rapid City, SD ...............1,060
43 10436 Kitzingen, Germany .......1,032
44 10281 Radcliff, KY ...................1,029
45 7564 West Fargo, ND .............. 1,015
46 1079 Elyria, OH ......................1,013
47 3944 Overland-St. Ann, MO ... 1,010

www.facebook.com/vfwcheckpointnewsletter @VFWCheckpoint

Posts with the Most
VFW POSTS OF 1,000 MEMBERS OR MORE AS OF AUG. 10, 2016

1 27 Wiesbaden, Germany ..........2,800
2 1503 Dale City, VA ...................... 2,709
3 1114 Evansville, IN ..................... 2,288
4 9972 Sierra Vista, AZ .................. 2,082
5 392 Virginia Beach, VA .............. 1,960
6 8862 Vicenza, Italy ..................... 1,860
7 9785 Eagle River, AK .................. 1,813
8 10692 Grafenwoehr, Germany ........ 1,680
9 2485 Angeles City, Philippines ..... 1,669
10 4372 Odessa, TX ........................ 1,630

Rank  Post No.  Location  Members Rank No. Location   Members Rank No. Location   Members
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Representing VFW in the Rockies
VFW Post 1 Trustee Michael Mitchel (back row, center, with 

goatee) and a group of volunteers prepare to hike into the White River 
National Forest in Colorado on June 25 to help build a retaining wall. 
The wall is part of an erosion-prevention project coordinated by the 
Colorado Fourteeners Initiative (CFI), a group dedicated to protecting 
Colorado’s 54 14,000-foot mountains.

“CFI said that we moved more large rocks and built more of the 
wall than they expected,” said Mitchel, a Navy vet who served aboard 
the USS Midway in 1987-88 in the Persian Gulf. “We put CFI one to 
two weeks ahead of schedule for the entire mountain project.”

Mitchel said he arranged the Denver Post’s participation in the 
project through a conference call with leaders of CFI and Team 
Red, White and Blue (TRWB), a veterans group that hosts and 
participates in physical and social activities in an effort to engage 
their communities.

“I thought it would be a great veterans service project for the 
community,” said Mitchel, who recruited nine of Post 1’s 868 
members to help. “This was the first year, and Post 1, as well as 
TRWB, has already committed to doing this again next year.”

The worksite was on the Quandary Peak Trail, about 100 miles 
west of Denver. 

PHOTO BY JERRY MACK

‘Brag…Tell the VFW Story’
Walmart Produce Manager Mike Cassidy (left) speaks with VFW 

Post 2728 Chaplain George Thacker and Post member Rex Johnson 
on July 2 in Winchester, Ky. Thacker and Johnson brought the sign 
to the Walmart store to publicize their Post and VFW’s mission.

“We want combat veterans to know that VFW has their back,” said 
Thacker, a veteran of 1991’s Persian Gulf War. “We acquired the sign 
at our state convention, and this was the first time we displayed it.”

As of early August, Post 2728 members had displayed the sign at 
four other businesses in the Winchester area, some 20 miles east 
of Lexington. Thacker said the sign helps establish relationships 
with local businesses, which are “so vital to building support in the 
community.” 

He adds that while the sign is designed to attract the attention of 
veterans, it also spreads awareness of his Post and VFW’s objectives 
among the public.

“I have coworkers ask me every day, ‘Where’s the sign this week?’ 
or say ‘I saw your sign in Kroger last week,’” Thacker said. “As 
VFW’s Commander-in-Chief said in his acceptance speech, ‘Brag. 
Tell the VFW story and what we do for veterans.’”

 PHOTO BY STEVE FOLEY


