
  
WHAT’S INSIDE

WWW.VFWMAGAZINE.ORGNOVEMBER | DECEMBER 2014

Extra! Extra!
•  $30,000 donation  

for National Military 
Services.

•  VFW convention resolutions 
available online.

•  Medicare enrollment  
ends Dec. 7.

Service  
Officer Profiled

A Post service officer in 
Tucson, Ariz., uses humor 

and tenacity to help 20-30 vets a 
month file claims.

Fulfilling Unmet 
Needs

An Afghanistan 
vet who lost  
his job after a 
duty-related 
injury turned  

to VFW when his situation  
was “hopeless.”

‘VFW as a  
Benefactor’

A Post in the Philadelphia 
area contributes $5,000  

for a city playground.

WWII Vets Active  
at Posts

This list recognizes those 
still serving VFW and  

their communities at the 
grassroots level.

Tennessee Post  
Feeds Local Vets

The Veterans 
Food Pantry in 
Hendersonville, 
Tenn., offers  
free food for 

active-duty troops, vets and 
their families. 

Buddy Poppy 
Education

A Post member in  
South Dakota explains  

to citizens how VFW’s official 
flower helps veterans.

2

3

5

6

8

7

4

‘Poor Man’s Norman Rockwell’

Artist Aims to Paint 700 Portraits of Texas KIAs
KEN PRIDGEON HAS NEVER CONSIDERED HIMSELF A PORTRAIT ARTIST.  
He didn’t paint features, such as rugged hands and war-weary eyes. Throughout his life, Pridgeon has 
had success as a billboard artist. But in 2010, at the age of 75, he became a portrait artist following a 
special request. 

The family of Army Pfc. Wesley Riggs 
of Baytown, Texas, asked Pridgeon—also 
from Baytown—to paint a portrait of Riggs. 
But the family needed it in two days for an 
event at Old River Winfree Founder’s Day. 

Pridgeon couldn’t make that deadline, 
but agreed to show up at the festival and 
begin the portrait. That was July 12, 2010.

Today, Pridgeon is 79 and has painted 
150 portraits of Texans killed in the wars 
in Afghanistan and Iraq. The paintings 
are on display in a donated space called 
the Portrait of a Warrior Memorial Art 
Gallery. The Air Force vet said he has out-
grown that space.

“I said I was going to get this done, 
and I’m going to do it,” said Pridgeon who 
served from 1953-63. “But I painted myself 
into a corner and painted the corner, too.”

A movement is under way to move the 
gallery to a larger space. A “lunch money” 
program has launched to raise the neces-
sary funds to build the appropriate space.  

“There are 1.6 million veterans in 
Texas,” Pridgeon said. “If every one of 
them would donate their lunch money for 
just one day, we could do this.” 

Pridgeon, who served in places like 
Germany, Belgium and France, paints 
the portraits for free, relying on his Social 
Security for material expenses. People 
frequently visit the gallery and offer Prid-
geon donations. He uses the donations 
to help purchase materials, equipment 
and art supplies. The local Golden Corral 
restaurant provides the artist with three 
free meals a day.

Each canvas is 3 feet by 4 feet and 

takes Pridgeon two weeks to complete, 
including research. For each piece he 
spends a good deal of time tracking down 
photos and finding out everything he can 
about the fallen.

“Sometimes I have to work from really 
terrible photographs,” he laughed. “But 
that’s okay. I make it work. I’m a poor 
man’s Norman Rockwell.”

With all that research, Pridgeon feels 
like he knows the stories behind each face. 
So when people come 
in to tour the gallery, 
he takes great pride in 
sharing the 
stories. Because of 
his love of story-
telling, Pridgeon 
also says he’s a 
“poor man’s Will 
Rogers.”

VFW Post 912 
in Baytown works 
with the artist to help 
schedule the paintings 
to be loaned out to var-
ious events throughout 
the state.

Member Don Currie 
works closely with Prid-
geon, something he says he is proud to do.

“I met Ken a year ago and it has 
changed my life,” Currie said. 

Currie is diligent in his efforts to 
spread the word about Pridgeon’s work, 
reaching out to vets across the state. He 
also is in frequent contact with various 
media outlets.

1st Lt. Laura Margaret Walker of El Paso, TexasStaff Sgt. Jesse W. Ainsworth of Dayton, TexasSpc. Benjamin J.Garrison of Alief, Texas

“Ken is really amazing, and his efforts 
deserve to be noticed,” Currie said.

To see Pridgeon’s work, visit  
www.portraitofawarrior.org. If you are  
in Texas, Baytown is 25 miles east of 
Houston, and the memorial gallery 
is located at 308 W. Texas Ave.  
E-mail: jblankenship@vfw.org

Ken Pridgeon of Baytown, Texas, paints the first of 700 portraits of 
Texans killed in Afghanistan and Iraq on July 12, 2010. Pridgeon’s 
first portrait was of Army Pfc. Wesley Riggs, who was killed in Iraq 
on May 17, 2005.                       PHOTOS COURTESY OF KEN PRIDGEON
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Delegates at VFW’s 115th National Convention in July 
approved a change to VFW’s national bylaws clarifying 
the approval process necessary for the use of 
the name “Veterans of Foreign Wars of 
the United States,” and any associated 
logos or emblems. While VFW’s name, 
emblem and other marks continue 
to be protected by law, the amended 
bylaws (Sec. 801, 803, and 805) now 
specifically require written consent by 
VFW’s Quartermaster General for the 
manufacture and use of those marks.  

The use of our marks is important in 
raising awareness of the work we do and 
in conveying any partnerships in which 
we are involved. Some have tried to use 
our good name for their own advantage 
without permission. It is a violation of 
law to copy or use our marks without 
express written consent.

We certainly appreciate the desire of others to be 
associated with our organization, but we must not allow 
VFW’s name to be used without permission.  

The right to use our marks is the “exclusive right” 

of the VFW of the United States. This means that any 
authorization to use VFW marks can only be granted by 

written approval by VFW’s Quartermaster General. 
For instance, if a VFW Post or Department 

wants to partner with a business and that 
business wants to use the name “VFW” 

on advertising, then permission 
to use the VFW name must 
come from the Quartermaster  
General. Such requests should be 
e-mailed to qmgeneral@vfw.org or 

mailed to the Quartermaster General’s 
office.

If the Quartermaster General has  
not granted written permission to use 
our name or marks, then it is a violation 
of law.  

We routinely monitor the use of our 
marks. If we discover someone using 
them without permission, we will con-

tact that individual. It is critical that we investigate any 
unauthorized use of our name. If there is any doubt as to 
whether our marks are being used without permission, 
you can contact us, and we will be glad to investigate.  

Mobile Apps Benefit VFW Members
Over the last year or so, VFW has aggressively sought partners to help us better 

serve our members, veterans and active-duty troops. These “affinity relationships” 
also are beneficial for our partners who care deeply about our mission.

The latest example of such a relationship is one we announced in September 
with Defense Mobile Corporation, a Westport, Conn.-based firm that pro-
vides mobile services, smartphones and apps for troops, vets and their fam-
ilies. Through miliSOURCE, it offers a 4G system (ultra-broadband mobile 
Internet access) that gives users specific information about their personal 
eligibility for VA benefits at the state and national level, as well as benefits 
available through veterans service organizations.

Defense Mobile, founded by veterans in 2012, features a customer ser-
vice staff comprised entirely of veterans. As VFW Commander-in-Chief 
John Stroud said, joining forces with Defense Mobile is a great way to 
further our mission to honor and reward vets for their service to the 
nation.

Defense Mobile’s Chief Marketing Officer Ed Walters, a West 
Point graduate and Army veteran, said, “We connect with vets and 
their families because most of our executives have served. We under-
stand, and that’s why we want to help. MiliSOURCE is an amazing app 
than can truly improve the lives of many veterans.”

Defense Mobile emphasizes that it wants to help veterans and acknowledges that 
VFW has been working on and fulfilling that mission since 1899. Defense Mobile actively recruits veterans for its 
workforce, and its products are designed with the veteran and his or her family in mind.

VFW, as the nation’s premier veterans organization, offers Defense Mobile an experienced partner in the veter-
ans-service arena. Likewise, we believe Defense Mobile can help us expand our reach and do more for vets.

NMS RECEIVES NEARLY $30,000 BOOST
During VFW’s 115th National Convention in July in 
St. Louis, VFW’s National Military Services (NMS) 
received nearly $30,000 in total contributions 
from 15 VFW Departments, one District, nine Posts 
and VFW’s Adjutant/Quartermaster Association. 
This amount includes the sale of lapel pins at the 
convention.

The donating VFW Departments include: 
California, Europe, Hawaii, Kansas, Maryland, 
Mississippi, New Hampshire, New York, North 
Dakota, Pacific Areas, Rhode Island, South Dakota, 
West Virginia, Wisconsin and Arizona (Auxiliary). 

Posts that donated are: Post 5925 of Missouri, 
Post 6873 (Auxiliary) of Texas, Post 10614 of Europe, 
Post 352 of Hawaii, Post 4666 of Colorado, Post 
7284 of the District of Columbia, Post 9555 and 
10708 of the Pacific Areas and Post 2226 of New 
Jersey. Tennessee’s District 6 also contributed.

The donations will help fund Operation UplinkTM, 
Unmet Needs and the Military Assistance Program for 
the upcoming year. 

VFW RESOLUTIONS ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE
All VFW members can obtain resolutions and 
bylaw amendments approved in July at VFW’s 
115th national convention. By creating an account 
at VFW’s website—www.vfw.org—with a valid 
member number, members can know exactly 
where the organization stands on a multitude of 
issues.

Once on VFW’s home page, simply click “Login” 
to get started. Then click “Create an Account.” You 
will need to supply your name, member number, 
e-mail address and establish a password. At that 
point you will be logged on to “My VFW,” and you 
can access approved bylaw amendments and 
resolutions under the heading “General Member 
Tools & Resources.”  

If you already have a “My VFW” account, simply 
login at the home page and go from there.

U.S. FLAGS MAKE GREAT CHRISTMAS GIFTS
VFW Store now has lower prices on nylon U.S. flags. 
Do you know someone whose flag needs replaced? 
This would make an excellent Christmas gift.  
Check out our flags at www.vfwstore.org or call 
1-800-820-2606 to request a catalog.

2014 MEDICARE ENROLLMENT ENDS DEC. 7
Fall open enrollment for Medicare ends Dec. 7, 2014. 
Medicare recipients can make changes to their 
existing Medicare coverage—including enrolling in 
a Medicare Supplement or Medicare Advantage and 
Medicare Part D Prescription Drug plan. 

To help you get the most from your health care 
coverage, VFW provides members with access to 
Medicare plans that help pay for expenses not 
covered under the original Medicare. 

There are many plans available in the 
marketplace, but with the Medicare-approved 
plans available to VFW members you get solid 
coverage from national insurance companies. You 
also get essential benefits such as affordable group 
rates, a choice of plans to meet your specific health 
care needs and personalized guidance to help you 
manage your health care budget. 

To get applications for Medicare plans available 
to VFW members, visit the Medicare Insurance 
page at www.vfwinsurance.com.

USE REAL ESTATE TO TOUCH LIVES
It’s possible to make a substantial gift to VFW 
without touching your bank account—consider 
donating your real estate. Not only will your real 
estate help further VFW’s mission for years to come, 
it also benefits you in many ways. To learn more, 
contact the VFW Planned Giving office at  
(816) 968-1119, visit www.vfw.org/plannedgiving or 
e-mail plannedgiving@vfw.org.

Help Protect Use of VFW Name

®
“…any authorization  

to use VFW marks can 
only be granted by 

written approval by VFW’s 
Quartermaster General.”

mobileapps

Bob Greene, Quartermaster General
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WAN T E D
Outstanding Service Officers

We would like to read about the hard 
work your Post and Department 
service officers are doing. If you would 
like to see them receive some much-
deserved recognition, send us a brief 
note explaining why. 

Please send information to:  
Checkpoint 
Attn: Outstanding Service Officers 
406 W. 34th Street 
Kansas City, MO 64111 
or call (816) 968-1171  
or e-mail tdyhouse@vfw.org

Do you need help filing a claim? 
VFW’s National Veterans Service has a VFW Department service 

officer locater on its website. To find a service officer near you, just follow 
these easy steps:

1. Visit www.vfw.org/nvs.

2. Select “ASSISTANCE” from the menu.

3.  Select “NATIONAL VETERANS SERVICE” from the pull-down menu.

4.  Locate the “FIND A SERVICE OFFICER” box on the right-hand side  
of the screen.

5. Select your state and hit “GO”.

FIND A SERVICE OFFICER

GO 

NATIONAL VETERANS SERVICE

State

“If you can, get involved at the VA working with those service officers in those 
offices,” Skopp said. “In five hours, I helped 20 people. You learn a lot. If you have 
questions, they can answer them.”

Skopp says the best thing for veterans to do is to get all records in order and file 
them with VA. “It’s a hard system to work through,” he said. “And there are blind 
spots for Iraq and Afghanistan veterans—unknowns that could be identified as 
presumptive in the future.”   E-mail: kgibson@vfw.org

Taking an Interest in People

Arizona Post Service Officer Says  
Agent Orange Claims Common
IF YOU’RE HANGING OUT AT POST 549 IN TUCSON, ARIZ., be pre-
pared to meet Frank Skopp. He’ll most likely try to make you laugh.

“I like to have fun with people,” Skopp says after recounting a time he made a 
member laugh so hard he spit out his drink.

Skopp might be a bit of a jokester around the Post, but he does it with good 
intentions. As the Post’s service officer, Skopp tries to talk to everyone he can and 
help them learn about the best benefits they can receive.

The 30-year Air Force veteran has been a service officer at the Post for 11 
years—a job he calls more like a “vacation” because he enjoys it so much.

“I’ve gotten to know people throughout the valley,” Skopp said. “I found out a lot 
about VFW. It’s been a rewarding thing for me.”

Skopp says he sees anywhere from 20-30 vets in his office at the Post any given 
month, and he fields something like 100 phone calls. Generally, the veterans he 
talks to hope to file claims 
related to Agent Orange, but 
he says he talks to many 
widows who receive bene-
fits as well.

Skopp served in the 
Air Force from 1962-92, 
gaining VFW eligibility 
from a year in Taiwan 
(1966-67) and a year in 
Thailand (1971-72). He 
retired as a Chief Master 
Sergeant.

Skopp says his military 
experience gave him great 
leadership skills, which he 
exhibited by helping veterans 
find jobs through the VA office in Tucson. Even when he joined his Post in 1996, 
Skopp was immediately asked to help out in an administrative capacity, assisting 
with various VFW programs including Buddy Poppy distribution. That’s when he 
“got really interested in people,” he said, and took over the service officer position.

Skopp says his greatest asset for being a service officer has been working with 
certified service officers at the VA facility in Tucson.

Skopp says he sees 

anywhere from 20-30 

vets in his office at the 

Post any given month, 

and he fields something 

like 100 phone calls. 
Frank Skopp (left) works with a vet in September 
2014 in his office at Post 549 in Tucson, Ariz. 
Skopp retired from the Air Force in 1992 after 30 
years of service, and has been a service officer 
with the Post for 11 years. 

PHOTOS COURTESY OF FRANK SKOPP
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AFTER SURGERY FOLLOWING AN INJURY SUFFERED during an Army 
temporary duty assignment, Richard Sanders was left without a job. Unable to support 
himself, he took to the Internet, scouring website after website to find some sort of  
relief. When he found the Unmet Needs program, he said it seemed “almost too good to 
be true.”

“But it isn’t,” Sanders said. “It made me feel a sense of camaraderie and hope I 
desperately needed at the time.”

Unmet Needs provides small-amount grants to 
qualifying veterans who need a little bit of help with 

living expenses during rough times. 
 “Receiving an Unmet Needs grant meant 

that someone still cares about doing right by 
our veterans,” Sanders said. “When  I was 
hopeless post-surgery, the VA wasn’t there as 
they should have been, but VFW was.”

The Afghanistan vet deployed with the 1st 
Bn., 87th Inf. Regt., 10th Mountain Div., to 

Kunduz province from 2010-11. 
Now, Sanders is a life member in the Depart-

ment of Pennsylvania. He has secured a job and is 
back  on  his  feet,  literally, running races to raise money 

   for veterans’ charities.
 “My experience has been stellar,” Sanders said. “I was set up for success, and I am 

now in a position to pay it forward.”
Recently, he participated in a fundraising event where participants wearing weighted 

packs had to complete physical challenges for donations. For example, a $20 donation 
required all members of the team to do 20 pushups.

“I’m forever indebted,” Sanders said. “VFW proves to me my fellow veterans will not 
leave me behind. I can’t think of better words.”

For more information about Unmet Needs, visit www.vfw.org/UnmetNeeds/.
E-mail: kgibson@vfw.org

Pursuing Education

Sport Clips Help A Hero Scholarship Awarded to 93 Veterans

‘Almost Too Good to Be True’

Unmet Needs Grant Helps Afghanistan Vet ‘Pay it Forward’

THIS FALL, VFW AND SPORT CLIPS AWARDED 93 SCHOLARSHIPS, 
totaling more than $380,000. The Help A Hero Scholarship Program, which 
launched last year, awards veterans scholarships to cover tuition and fees to 
continue education. It is awarded twice per year—once for fall semester and once 
for spring. Scholarship recipients are encouraged to reapply throughout their 
educational careers.

“VFW is here to support our veterans as they 
transition to civilian life, and we know education is 
a crucial element to ensuring they succeed,” VFW 
Commander-in-Chief John Stroud said. “The GI Bill is 
fantastic, but it has limitations, and this scholarship will 
help fill the gaps for so many veterans.”

VFW administers the program with funds provided 
by Sport Clips.

One such veteran is Matt Zifcheck, a 30-year-old who 
served with 3rd Bn., 6th Marines, 2nd Marine Div. He 
plans to use his scholarship to study education.

“I’ve always been a history buff,” Zifcheck said, “and 
I want to teach students the history of this country from 
the perspective of the men who have defended it.”

Zifcheck says the skills taught to him by the Marine Corps will benefit him in 
his future career.

“The Marine Corps taught me the value of honor, courage and commitment,” he 
said. “A teacher that is not committed will fail. It’s not the same kind of commit-
ment expected on the battlefield, but it’s no less important. With this scholarship, I 
can get one step closer to my goal.”

Courtney Etsitty also received a scholarship this fall. The 28-year-old served 
with the Marine Corps from 2009-2011, and plans to use her scholarship to further 
her studies in environmental sustainability.

“If you get the chance to follow your passion and find something that soothes 
your soul—take it,” Etsitty says of taking the opportunity to go back to school.

Matt Zifcheck (left) and Courtney Etsitty (right), both Marines, received a Help A Hero 
scholarship for the fall 2014 semester. The scholarship program is funded by Sport Clips and 
administered by VFW.  VFW FILE PHOTOS

The Help A Hero Program awarded 138 scholarships in 2014. For more infor-
mation about the scholarship program, visit http://www.vfw.org/Scholarship/. 
The deadline to apply for the 2015 spring semester is Nov. 15.

E-mail: kgibson@vfw.org

Richard Sanders participates 
in a recent race to raise 
money and awareness about 
veteran needs. Sanders 
served with the 1st Bn.,  
87th Inf. Regt., 10th 
Mountain Div. in Afghanistan 
from 2010-2011, and is a life 
member of VFW.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF RICHARD 
SANDERS
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$5,000 Post Donation

Pennsylvania Post Helps Fund City Playground
IN THE PHILADELPHIA SUBURB OF WEST CHESTER, PA., VFW POST 106 IS HARD AT WORK. 
Through small games of chance offered at the Post, the veterans there are able to make substantial contributions to 
their community of nearly 20,000 people. 

In September, $9,000 worth of playground equipment was unveiled at the Veterans Memorial Park in West 
Chester—$5,000 of that came from VFW.

During a Sept. 10 ribbon cutting ceremony, Post members received kudos from city officials.
“This is a group of veterans who are very active in the community—usually very quiet,” West Chester Mayor 

Carolyn Comitta said during the event. “But they haven’t always asked for or received the recognition.”
Quartermaster Ralph Forrest said that it probably took about six months to raise those funds. Located just 25 

miles west of Philadelphia, the borough of West Chester, according to Forrest, is a heavily populated area and there 
are plenty of needs to be filled.

“We try to keep active with our veterans, specifically,” he said. “We give to the local Salvation Army and help at the 
VA. We do what we can.”

The city installed the playground equipment in August. And according to members of the Friends of West Chester 
Parks and Recreation, the playground is a welcome addition.

“There have been tons of kids down here playing on it,” Lola Burkenstock, Friends treasurer, told West Chester’s 
Daily Local News. “They’re having a wonderful time with all the new equipment.”

The new playground was funded solely through donations, according to Steve Gallo with Friends of West Chester 
Parks and Recreation.

“This is an example of an improvement to the borough’s parks that was paid for without any taxpayer dollars,” 
Gallo told the Daily Local News. “It is really a partnership between the local VFW as a benefactor, and is really what 
the Friends of West Chester Parks and Recreation was formed to do.”

E-mail: jblankenship@vfw.org

Playground equipment worth $9,000 was unveiled at  
Veterans Memorial Park in West Chester, Pa., in 
September. VFW Post 106 contributed $5,000 toward 
the purchase of the equipment.

caption

Post 1707 Commander Jeremy Duffy and his three children, Liam, Aden and Nora, man 
a Salvation Army Red Kettle in Portage, Wis., in December 2013. The Post participates 
annually in the “Adopt-a-Kettle” program offered by the Salvation Army.

VFW members, West Chester Mayor Carolyn Comitta 
and Friends of West Chester Parks and Recreation 
participate in the ribbon-cutting ceremony in 
September. PHOTO CREDIT: VINNY TENNIS/DAILY  
LOCAL NEWS

FOR SEVERAL YEARS, VFW POST 1707 IN PORTAGE, WIS., 
has gotten into the Christmas spirit by manning a Salvation Army kettle. 
Through the “Adopt-a-Kettle” program, Post members take shifts ringing 
the bell during the holiday season. 

In 2013, Post Commander Jeremy Duffy brought some helpers for his 
shift—his 4-year-old triplets. Liam, Aden and Nora rang the bell with 

Duffy inside Pierce’s Marketplace. 
“They loved it,” Duffy said. “I think they liked the attention 

more than anything.”
He plans to bring his trio, now 5, to volunteer this year, 

as well. 
Duffy, an Iraq vet, has been a member of VFW for 10 years. 

Prior to Duffy’s 2009 Iraq deployment with the Wisconsin 
National Guard, then-Post commander Dave Du Vall visited Duffy’s wife and three  
new babies.

When Duffy returned from that deployment, he made it a point to become active at 
the Post.

In July 2013, he became Post commander, following in Du Vall’s footsteps. Du Vall—
who had been commander for seven years— said it was time for a change at the Post. 

“Jeremy knows how to delegate, organize and manage, and we really need those skills 
to gain new memberships,” Du Vall told the Portage Daily Register.  

He said that Duffy has the ability to connect with younger veterans through technology, 
something this newest generation of vets expect.

“I think the VFW organization has realized that in order to survive you have to adapt 
to your people,” Duffy said.

Triplets Help Ring the Bell 

Adopt-a-Kettle Becomes a Family Affair in Wisconsin
Duffy is an assistant professor of Military Sciences at the University of 

Wisconsin-Madison and also is active in the Wisconsin National Guard.
E-mail: jblankenship@vfw.org
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World War II Veterans Leading VFW Posts from Coast to Coast
2,087 Recognized to Date

THE CHECKPOINT STAFF EXTENDS A HEARTY “THANK YOU” to all 
our World War II Post leaders, members and veterans. And we want to recognize 
those who still devote time and energy to VFW causes.

Listed below are 42 WWII veterans who serve VFW Posts in official capacities. 
Checkpoint has recognized a total of 2,087 such Post leaders since the March/April 
2009 issue. We will continue to feature this section in subsequent issues until 
every WWII Post leader whose name is submitted is recognized. 

If you would like to recognize a WWII veteran who currently serves your Post, 
please send us his or her name, official Post position and your Post’s location. 
Send information to:

Checkpoint 
Attn: WWII Leaders 
406 W. 34th Street 
Kansas City, MO 64111 
E-mail: tdyhouse@vfw.org 

Name Position Post/Location 
Dick Algeo Commander Post 5692, Savannah, Ohio
Leonard Aronhalt Adjutant Post 704, Parsons, Kan.
Dick Asmussen Chaplain Post 4300, Sebring, Fla.
William Brewer Trustee Post 5993, Ava, Mo.
Donald A. Burgett Sergeant-at-Arms Post 6955, Burgettstown, Pa.
John Chrismas Honor Guard Post 10483, Hot Springs Village, Ark.
Jake Christopherson Honor Guard Post 10483, Hot Springs Village, Ark.
Alfred H. Collins Judge Advocate Post 3649, Wilburton, Okla.
Stanley J. Debick Trustee Post 7901, Avonmore, Pa.
John M. Dietz Commander Post 34, Newport, Pa.
John Donahue Officer of the Day Post 10278, Shrewsbury, Mass.
Leonard G. Drain Trustee Post 3554, Harrisville, W.Va.

Name  Position Post/Location 
William Facemire Sr. Vice Cmdr. Post 9400, Sunnyslope, Ariz.
Placito Franzi Trustee Post 7901, Avonmore, Pa.
Tomie Gaines, Sr. Color Guard Post 6734, Greenville, S.C.
Robert E. Glidden Surgeon Post 4527, Orrington, Maine  
Norwin D. Ham Quartermaster Post 704, Parsons, Kan.
Franklin R. Haring Trustee Post 3124, Massillon, Ohio
Bill Hemmerle Chaplain Post 3324, Runnemede, N.J.
William Hickman Surgeon Post 1688, Williston Park, N.Y.
Henry Highland Sergeant-at-Arms Post 3324, Runnemede, N.J.
Vern Hoffart Comm. Serv. Chrmn. Post 131, Lincoln, Neb.
Shirley Holmes Honor Guard Post 7069, Clarks Summit, Pa.
Allen Q. Jones Adjutant Post 21, Connellsville, Pa.
Leon Kaump Honor Guard Post 1215, Rochester, Minn.
Leland Lochhaas Chaplain Post 10483, Hot Springs Village, Ark.
James A. Moses Honor Guard Post 704, Parsons, Kan.
Jack D. Neumann Club Committee Post 9400, Sunnyslope, Ariz.
Al O’Brien Surgeon Post 3324, Runnemede, N.J.
Adrain Owen Chaplain Post 5993, Ava, Mo.
James Peterson Judge Advocate Post 5039, Morris, Minn.
Bill Ramsay Service Officer Post 5692, Savannah, Ohio
Dale Ramsay Trustee Post 5692, Savannah, Ohio
Alex Rearick Chaplain Post 10003, Carmel, Ind.
Alvin F. Riese Firing Squad Post 2312, Monroe, Wis.
Norman Ross Jr. Vice Cmdr. Post 2070, Monrovia, Calif.
J.D. Ross  Trustee Post 5993, Ava, Mo.
William Roth Adjutant Post 4119, Audubon, Iowa
Eulas Shavers Guard Post 3128, Fort Payne, Ala.
Elmer L. Smith Officer of the Day Post 4527, Orrington, Maine
LeRoy Welke Honor Guard Post 1215, Rochester, Minn.
John Wetzstein Surgeon Post 704, Parsons, Kan.

Be a Commemorative Partner

VFW Posts Encouraged to Mark Vietnam War’s 50th Anniversary
‘THANK AND HONOR’ VIETNAM WAR VETS
Congress called for an official Vietnam War 
commemoration nearly seven years ago as part of the 
2008 National Defense Authorization Act (Public Law 
110-181, Sec. 598). The law notes that commemorative 
events or activities should meet one or more of the 
following congressionally mandated objectives of the 
program, with an emphasis on objective one:

•  Thank and honor veterans of the Vietnam War, 
including personnel who were held as prisoners of 
war or listed as missing in action, for their service and 
sacrifice on behalf of the United States and to thank 
and honor the families of these veterans.

•  Highlight the service of the armed forces during the 
Vietnam War and the contributions of federal agencies 
and governmental and non-governmental organizations 
that served with, or in support of, the armed forces.

•  Pay tribute to the contributions made on the homefront by 
the people of the United States during the Vietnam War.

•  Highlight the advances in technology, science and 
medicine related to military research conducted during 

the Vietnam War.

•  Recognize the contributions and sacrifices made  
by the allies of the United States during the 
Vietnam War.  

THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE START OF THE VIETNAM WAR occurred 
in August, and VFW Posts have the opportunity to be an official part of the remembrance. 
The Defense Department wants VFW Post members to take the lead in their communities, 
a project VFW whole heartedly endorses.

“We presented it to commanders as part of the VFW Programs workshop last July at 
the national convention,” said Kevin Jones, director of VFW Programs. “We want all VFW 
Posts to participate by planning and conducting events and activities that will recognize 
the service, valor and sacrifice of Vietnam War veterans and their families.”

According to the Defense Department, events and activities should be “dignified, mem-
orable occasions” that show a “sensitivity and appreciation” for the sacrifices Vietnam vets 
and their families endured. 

VFW Posts that want to become an official commemorative partner must submit an 
application and a signed statement-of-understanding. According to the Defense Depart-
ment, the approval process is usually less than 30 days, and partners “will be kept informed 
through electronic notifications.”

Once approved, the Defense Department will provide partners with a starter kit for 
developing and implementing their local programs.

Applications are available at www.VietnamWar50th.com. Questions about 
the Commemorative Partner Program’s application process should be directed to  
whs.vnwar50th_cpp@mail.mil. E-mail: tdyhouse@vfw.org

SHUTTERSTOCK/JORG HACKEMANN
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‘A Win-Win’

Tennessee Post Staffs Food Pantry for Local Veterans

Introducing New Citizens

Wisconsin Post and Auxiliary Participate in 
Naturalization Ceremony
IN JUNE, POST 10818 IN NEW RICHMOND, WIS., 
had the unique opportunity to participate in an annual natu-
ralization ceremony for new U.S. citizens. The St. Paul (Minn.) 
Field Office of U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services held 
its naturalization ceremony at the Mall of America in Bloom-
ington, Minn., on June 14, and invited the Post and its auxil-
iary to assist.

The field office initially contacted Ladies Auxiliary member 
Wanda Viellieux in May 2014 to help with the ceremony. Offi-
cials had heard about the Post’s Flag Day program members 
present to area schools to explain how the nation adopted the 
flag, so they reached out in hopes that Post members could 
share the presentation.

Before the Post’s color guard presented the colors, mem-
bers of the Post and its Ladies Auxiliary performed the Flag 
Day presentation in front of 70 children and 70 adults in 
attendance.

“This is the first time our Post has been at anything like this 
before in the Twin Cities area,” Post Commander Lee Meyer 
told the New Richmond (Wis.) News. “I think that it is a really 
good way to introduce the new citizens to what it means to 
be an American and help them with the different things they 
need to know about being a citizen.”

According to Meyer, the Post plans on attending the cere-
mony again next year.                    E-mail: kgibson@vfw.org

New Richmond, Wis., Post 10818 color guard members stand at attention during a June 2014 naturalization ceremony 
at the Mall of America in Bloomington, Minn. Post and Ladies Auxiliary members also performed a presentation about 
the creation and significance of the U.S. flag.  PHOTO COURTESY OF JORDAN WILLI/NEW RICHMOND NEWS

ON ANY GIVEN SATURDAY MORNING, MEMBERS OF VFW POST 9851 in 
Hendersonville, Tenn., open up several storage sheds on the Post’s outdoor pavilion. 
Some 20-25 families will spend a couple of hours browsing the contents of each storage 
building—one filled with fresh vegetables, one with frozen food, one with bakery 
items—picking out food to eat for the week.

The Veterans Food Pantry has been helping feed Hendersonville veterans and their 
families for six years now. It is a collaborative effort of all veterans service organiza-
tions in the area—VVA, DAV, American Legion and VFW—and is staffed by those orga-
nizations’ members, as well as local volunteers.

“We’re very community-minded,” Post 9851 Quartermaster Robert Bentrem said. 
“We feel good about what we do.”

The pantry relies on community donations to stay stocked. And recently they teamed 
up with Project 22, a group that teaches life skills to special-needs young adults, to 
grow a garden on the Post property to supply fresh produce for the pantry.

“It’s great for the community,” Bentrem said. “A win-win.”
To qualify to use the pantry, the veteran first must provide his or her DD-214, proving 

military service. The second time, the Post requires some proof of financial hardship.
“We evaluate that every six months,” Bentrem said. “We get veterans of all ages—

from WWII to modern wars. Sometimes they just need financial help, and we try to 
help them out.”

Bentrem, a Vietnam veteran who has been a member of the Post since the late 1980s, 
says being involved with Post programs really opened his eyes to helping people.

“It’s a very personal thing for me,” he said. “I’ve been fortunate in my life, and hope-
fully this is a way to give back.”

Outside of operating the food pantry, Bentrem says, the Post has always been very 
focused on outreach efforts. Since 2001, the Post has been working with families from 
Ft. Campbell, Ky., some 65 miles northwest of Hendersonville, offering support groups 

and helping veterans find jobs. Post members also are planning a 
trip for Afghanistan and Iraq War veterans to see the Middle East 
Conflicts Memorial in Marseilles, Ill.

“The VFW is the VFW—we’re doing our job,” Bentrem said. 
“We really live by the motto to help the veteran today, and we do 
that. It’s a lot of fun, and we think it motivates people to be part 
of the organization.”

E-mail: kgibson@vfw.org
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Post 9851 Commander 
David Moomy stands in 
one of the food storage 
sheds used for the local 
veterans food pantry.
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Posts with the Most VFW POSTS OF 1,000 MEMBERS
OR MORE AS OF OCT. 15, 2014

NOVEMBER | DECEMBER  2014

1 27 Wiesbaden, Germany .................2,597
2 1503 Dale City, VA ................................2,312
3 1114 Evansville, IN ............................... 1,835
4 9972 Sierra Vista, AZ ........................... 1,823
5 8862 Vicenza, Italy ................................ 1,641

6 2485 Angeles City, Philippines ............1,574
7 9785 Eagle River, AK ............................ 1,570
8 392 Virginia Beach, VA ....................... 1,513
9 4372 Odessa, TX .................................. 1,443
10 4647 North Highlands, CA .................. 1,308

Rank  Post No.  Location  Members

Rank No. Location   Members

 

11	 6506	 Rosedale,	MD..................... 1,287
12	 10692	 Grafenwoehr,	Germany	...1,284
13	 9342	 Ansbach,	Germany	........... 1,259
14	 63	 Boise,	ID	..............................1,244
15	 1146	 St	Clair	Shores,	MI	............. 1,215

16	 7234	 Ocean	View,	DE	.................1,203
17	 628	 Sioux	Falls,	SD	....................1,202
18	 10047	 North	Las	Vegas,	NV	......... 1,183
19	 972	 Terre	Haute,	IN	.................... 1,143
20	 6873	 Abilene,	TX	..........................1,109
	

21	 10097	 Fort	Myers	Beach,	FL	........1,106
22	 2503	 Omaha,	NE	.......................... 1,081
23	 4809	 Norfolk,	VA.......................... 1,076
24	 2111	 Chula	Vista,	CA	.................. 1,074
25	 549	 Tucson,	AZ	..........................1,062
	

26	 1273	 Rapid	City,	SD	....................1,039
27	 10436	 Kitzingen,	Germany	.........1,029
28	 7686	 Alamogordo,	NM	..............1,022
29	 1326	 Bismarck,	ND..................... 1,020
30	 969	 Tacoma,	WA	........................1,015

www.facebook.com/vfwcheckpointnewsletter @VFWCheckpoint

Educating the Public about 
Buddy Poppies

Roger Brooks, service officer for Post 4726 in Brandon, S.D., distributes  
Buddy Poppies in October 2013 at a local grocery store. Brooks, who collected 
some $413 in donations, explained to store patrons how Buddy Poppy revenue 
helps disabled veterans and how donations to VFW’s National Military Services 
help active-duty troops.

Donations collected from Buddy Poppy distributions 
provide compensation to veterans assembling 

poppies, provide financial assistance in maintaining 
state and national veterans’ rehabilitation and 
service programs and partially support the  
VFW National Home for Children. 

Early Christmas for Charlie Company

PHOTO COURTESY OF SOUTH DAKOTA OVERSEAS VETERAN

Members of C Co., 2nd Bn., 127th Inf., 
unload early Christmas dinners last 
December in Fon du Lac, Wis. The 
meals, consisting of a 14-pound turkey, 
mashed potatoes, stuffing, gravy, 
vegetables, fruit, rolls, cheese, butter, 
milk and a holiday pie, were courtesy 
of Post 1904 in Fon du Lac. The Post 
members surprised the Wisconsin Army 
National Guardsmen during a unit drill 
on Dec. 7, 2013.

As part of the 32nd Infantry Brigade, 
the battalion deployed to Iraq in 
2005 and 2009, sustaining three 
KIAs. Established in 1930, Post 
1904 counts 232 members and is 
commanded by Steve Pepper.

PHOTO COURTESY OF VFW WISCONSIN NEWS


