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Extra! Extra!
•  Important information 

about VFW’s 114th
National Convention.

•  U.S. flags available for  
Memorial Day and Flag Day.

•  Exclusive travel assistance  
for VFW members.

Post Service  
Officer Profiled

A veteran of Cold War 
service in Korea helped 

nearly 800 veterans last year  
as the service officer at the 
biggest Post in Indiana.

Ushering in a  
‘New Way’

An infusion of young, 
bright veterans attending 

colleges near Post 2940 in West 
Seneca, N.Y., has energized one 
of the largest Posts in the state.

Starting Over in 
Providence  

A group of young 
Marines revitalize 
a decrepit old 
Post in Rhode 
Island with a new 

name and a lot of energy.

Traveling Memorial  
is ‘Sobering’

Post 7356 in Parkville, Mo., 
hosts a tribute to KIAs that 

focuses on their personal lives.

Louisville Hosts 114th 
National Convention

Here’s a list of 
attractions and 
a map of all VFW 
hotels in “Derby 
City,” site of this 

year’s convention in July.

WWII Vets Active  
at Posts

Recognizing those still  
serving VFW and their 

communities at the  
grassroots level.
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$190,000 Raised for Memorial

Post’s Memorial Dedication Draws Crowd of 2,000

AftEr SEVEN yEArS of fundraising 
and planning, Post 9601 in Castro Valley, 
Calif., dedicated a memorial on Veterans  
Day 2012. 

It honors 27 veterans from Castro 
Valley who made the ultimate sacrifice 
for the nation. In addition, it includes 394 
names of veterans—both living and dead.

The Post charges a nominal fee for 
each name added and, according to Post 
Commander Jim Uhlik, there is room for 
200 more. But he believes there will likely 
be no room for names on any of the panels 
by this Veterans Day.

“It’s truly amazing how quickly the 
space is filling up,” he said. 

The nearly $180,000 Castro Valley 
Veterans Memorial consists of six black 
granite stones etched with the names of 
veterans. Each stone represents a branch 
of service and holds 99 names. There 
also is a stone for the Merchant Marines. 
The engraved names represent vets from 
World War II to Afghanistan. 

A seventh stone serves as the 
entrance to the circular memorial. 
In the center is a 25-foot-tall flag 
pole. Engraved on its granite panel 
are 27 names of Castro Valley 
citizens who were killed in action.

While the initial design came from 
VFW member and project manager 
Michael Emerson, Uhlik said each 
of the seven people on the memorial 
committee brought ideas to the table.

After years of searching for the 

perfect location for the memorial, the 
veterans decided on Castro Valley 
Community Park. It was donated by the 
Hayward Parks and Recreation District. 
Before it was a park, the land belonged to 
the Pereira family.

Brothers Patrick and Jerome Pereira 
have their names on the memorial. Patrick 
was a Korean War vet, but has since died. 
Jerome spent 43 years in the Navy and 
was at the dedication of the memorial.

Then there are names like Travis 
Amsbaugh, an Afghanistan vet. He died 
in a car wreck in September 2011. His 
mother, Minda, donated $60,000 to help 
build the memorial.

“He’s my baby,” she told the Contra 
Costa Times. “It’s a place where his 
memory will continue.”

The location also was special to Minda 
and her husband, Craig Alton, because 
the park is where Travis spent his first 
birthday.

The dedication drew a crowd of 2,000 
people, including several government 
officials. 

“All of the committee members were a 
bit taken in with the turn out,” Uhlik said. 
“We knew we had something special after 
the seven-year project came to a close on 
Nov. 11.”

The Post has a Memorial Day ceremony 
planned. A bell will be rung 27 times  
in honor of each of the names on the 

flagpole base.
Members of the Post will use the 

remaining raised funds to maintain 
the memorial. They also are looking 
at the possibility of expanding it 
in the future. Every Friday, one 
member goes to the memorial and 
polishes each granite stone for the 
weekend crowds.

“Every time I am at the park or just 
driving by, there are always people 
there,” Uhlik said. 
E-mail: JBlankenship@vfw.org

Some 2,000 people attended the Veterans Day 
2012 dedication of the Castro Valley Veterans 
Memorial in California’s Bay Area. Post 9601 in 
Castro Valley designed and raised $190,000 for 
the memorial, which honors 27 veterans from 
the area who were killed in action.
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One of the great truths about VFW is that the 
organization’s power rests in the hands of grassroots 
activists. Once a year, we convene members from 
throughout the world to set VFW policy.

They gather at the national convention—VFW’s 
supreme governing body. Delegates, representing 
more than 7,200 Posts, adopt resolutions, elect new 
officers and handle other important business matters. 
Delegates designated at Posts—not national officers or 
staff members—are those who ultimately issue VFW’s 
“marching orders.”

And it is required. According to Sec. 222 of VFW’s 
bylaws, “each Post shall register, in advance, at least one 
delegate to the National Convention.”

Many resolutions—VFW’s official positions on 
various issues—originate at the Post level. If they are 
approved at their respective Department conventions, 
they are considered at the national convention. Delegates 
discuss, debate and modify them in the appropriate 
committees before the proposed resolutions are voted 
on during the convention’s business sessions. 

This broad review allows input from the organization’s 
most knowledgeable and concerned members. This 
ensures that each resolution is clear, effective and 
appropriate to VFW’s original charter.

   

Allen “Gunner” Kent, Adjutant General
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Leadership Perspectives

Seek Permission to Use VFW Name

Here’s Your Chance to Form VFW Policy

Also at the convention, delegates amend bylaws—the 
basic rules concerning administration and organization. 
Amendments approved at Department conventions 
should be sent to my office within five days of approval so 
they can be publicized prior to the national convention. 
According to Sec. 1401 of our bylaws, amendments must 
receive a two-thirds majority approval from delegates to 
pass at a national convention.

All VFW members should know where their 
organization stands on various issues. There is no better 
way to explain VFW’s position than to cite an approved 
resolution. And there is no better way to help formulate 
those positions than to participate in VFW’s convention 
as a registered delegate. Take full advantage.

Editor
tim Dyhouse

Assistant Editor
janie blankenship

Senior Writer
Kelly Gibson

Staff Writer
Katherine Dawson

Graphic Designer
sally A. Nemeth

Checkpoint is an award-winning newsletter published six times a year in 
january, march, may, july, september and November. its purpose is to provide 
VFW Department, District and Post leaders with information to enhance their 
job performance and furnish them with a more comprehensive understanding 
of the organization.

correspondence can be sent to the editor at VFW National headquarters.

VFW Department, District and Post publications may reproduce sections  
of Checkpoint. All other publications must receive editor’s permission.  
internet address: www.vfwmagazine.org

Annual subscription rate: $6 © may/june 2013

Veterans of foreign Wars 
National headquarters
406 W. 34th street, Kansas city, mo 64111
(816) 756-3390 • FAX 816-968-1169
checkpoint e-mail: tdyhouse@vfw.org

VfW Washington office 
VFW memorial building
200 maryland Ave., NE, Washington, Dc 20002
(202) 543-2239 • Fax: 202-543-6719
E-mail: vfw@vfwdc.org

ExTRA! ExTRA!
RESERvE HotEl RoomS NoW
Hotel reservations for VFW’s 114th National 
Convention in Louisville, July 20-24, can be made  
at www.vfw.org or by calling 1-800-743-3100.  
June 13th is the housing deadline and room 
availability is not guaranteed after the deadline .

tRANSpoRtAtioN foR 114tH CoNvENtioN
For ground transportation from 
Louisville International Airport to the 
hotels, visit www.sandollarlimo.com/
AirportShuttle.htm. Round-trip airport 
shuttle is $18 per person or $15 one-way 

per person. Reservations must be made in advance 
to guarantee the discount. Put “VFW” in the 
comment box when filling out the reservation form 
to receive the discount. On-site transportation is $19 
and members must present VFW or Ladies Auxiliary 
card to receive the discount.

Yellow Taxi Cab service is a flat rate of $19.55  
one-way to downtown hotels. Confirm the rate with 
your driver.

SCootERS, WHEElCHAiRS  
foR RENt iN louiSvillE
Gould’s Discount Medical will  
supply a limited number of  
scooters and wheelchairs on a first-come, first-
served basis for those requiring assistance at 
convention. Contact Gould’s at 1-800-876-6846 to 
reserve a scooter at $20 per hour plus tax or $50 per 
day plus tax. Scooters can be delivered and picked 
up at hotels for a one-time $50 charge. There is no 
charge for pick up at convention center. Wheelchairs 
are $10 per hour plus tax or $25 per day plus tax.

vfW StoRE SEllS mADE iN tHE uSA flAGS
With Memorial Day at the end of this month and 
Flag Day right around the corner, now is the time 
to purchase a new flag. The store also carries grave 
markers and memorial wreaths.

Order online at www.vfwstore.org or by calling 
1-800-821-2606.

vfW offERS tRAvEl mEmbER bENEfit
If you get sick or hurt while traveling, Emergency 
Assistance PlusTM (EA+) comes to your rescue with 
services vital in an emergency. Services include:
•  medical evacuation and  

transportation home – EA+ helps  
to get you to a better medical  
facility quickly, and back home  
to recover.

•  medical assistance – EA+ provides 
recommendations if you are unfamiliar with the 
area where your emergency occurred to make sure 
you get the best medical treatment.

•  assistance for companions – EA+ looks after your 
traveling companions during your emergency, or 
will send a person of your choice to your side if 
you’re traveling alone.

•  Travel assistance – EA+ helps with emergencies 
such as luggage or visa recovery. Upon request, EA+ 
also will provide a travel advisory specific for the 
area you are traveling or provide interpreters if you 
are in an emergency and do not speak the language. 
EA+ will even assist with evacuation arrangements. 

This coverage is available at an affordable  
rate just for VFW members and their families.  
Call 1-800-821-2606, option 1 or go to  
www.emergencyassistanceplus.com/vfw.

plANNED GiviNG HElpS vfW
VFW’s Planned Giving Program allows individuals 
to leave VFW a gift in a will, trust or by beneficiary 
designation. This helps ensure VFW’s future. There 
is no cost to do this. To find out more about VFW’s 
planned giving opportunities, visit the website at 
www.vfw.org/plannedgiving, call 816-968-1119 or 
e-mail plannedgiving@vfw.org.

Bob Greene, Quartermaster General

VFW, as a corporation chartered by Congress, has 
the exclusive right to use the name “Veterans of Foreign 
Wars of the United States,” and any associated logos or 
emblems. In short, our name, emblem and other marks 
are protected by law.  

The use of our logo is important in 
raising awareness of the work 
we do and in con-
veying any partner-
ships in which we are 
involved. Some, how-
ever, have tried to use 
our good name without 
permission for their own 
advantage. It is a violation of law to 
copy or use our logo without our express 
authorization.

Given our long history and critical mis-
sion, it is understandable that some try to use 
our name even without our permission.  We certainly 
appreciate the desire to be associated with our organi-
zation, but we must not allow VFW’s name to be used 
without permission.  

The right to use our logo is the “exclusive right” 
of VFW.  This means that any authorization to use 
VFW’s logo can only be granted by VFW National 
Headquarters. For instance, if a VFW Post or 

Department wants to partner with a 
business and that business wants to 
use the name “VFW” on advertising, 

then permission to use VFW’s 
name must come from VFW 
National Headquarters. If we 
do not grant permission to 
use our name or logo, then it 

is a violation of law.  
We routinely monitor the use 

of our logo and, if we discover 
someone using it without permission, we 

will contact that individual or business. It is 
critical that we investigate any unauthorized 

use of our name.  
If there is any doubt as to whether our logo is 

being used without permission, you can contact Kelly 
Durham at the VFW Store at kdurham@vfw.org or 
816-968-1191, and we will be glad to investigate.  
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More than any other claim, Dupont 
finds himself filing paperwork for Agent 
Orange-related illnesses. Following 
close behind are tinnitus claims. “Some 
of these claims last for years,” said 
Dupont, who served as a photographer 
with the 76th Engineer Battalion in 
1969 in Korea. “And these vets should 
get what they deserve—that’s what I’m 
working toward.” 

As a service officer, Dupont knows 
that veterans are working long hours 
to pay their bills—which becomes diffi-
cult if maintaining a job isn’t an option 
because of combat-related disabilities. 
His office is a place they can go for guid-
ance in filling out paperwork.

“We know VA paperwork is com-
plicated,” said Dupont, who works 40 
hours a week as a service officer. 
“We do what we can for veterans 
and their families—we know they 
need some help,”

In addition to vets being unem-
ployed, Dupont recognizes all 
needs—including the ones that 
extend beyond the veterans them-
selves. According to the service 
officer, veterans’ insurances won’t 
always cover all medical expenses. 
“I had a good friend of mine, a 
Vietnam veteran, die from lung 
cancer after his claim was pending for 
years,” Dupont said. “His widow didn’t 
have insurance, so we worked to get 
VA health care for her and her family—
they’re now covered.” 

And the veterans who Dupont helps 
aren’t the only ones who notice his ded-
icated demeanor.

“I feel that Paul has done an exem-
plary job as our service officer,” said 
Vincent “Joe” Misuraca, Post 1114 

PauL DuPONT kNOws VFw. 
He’s held every office at Post 1114 
in Evansville, Ind., and has been a 
member since 1970. He also knows vet-
erans need a helping hand. That’s why 
he was encouraged to utilize his under-
standing nature and become a VFW 
service officer.

After the Vanderburgh County 
service officer retired in early 2011, 
local veterans’ organizations looked 
to Dupont, who was helping out in the 
office at the time, to fill the role.

Wan t e d
Outstanding Service Officers

We would like to read about the hard 
work your Post and Department 
service officers are doing. If you would 
like to see them receive some much-
deserved recognition, send us a brief 
note explaining why. 

please send information to:  
Checkpoint 
Attn: Outstanding Service Officers 
406 W. 34th Street 
Kansas City, MO 64111 
or call (816) 968-1171  
or e-mail tdyhouse@vfw.org

Do you need help filing a claim? 
VFW’s National Veteran’s Services has a VFW Department service 

officer locator on its website. To find a service officer near you, just follow 
these easy steps:

1. Visit www.vfw.org/nvs.

2. Select “AssistANcE” from the menu.

3.  Select “NAtioNAL VEtErANs sErVicE” from the pull-down menu.

4.  Locate the “FiND A sErVicE oFFicEr” box on the right-hand side  
of the screen.

5. Select your state and hit “go”.

fiND A SERviCE offiCER

Go 

nationaL Veterans serVice

A Vet Who Knows Vets 

Indiana Service Officer Helps Veterans ‘Get What They Deserve’ 

commander. “He is very deserving of 
recognition.”

Since joining his Post more than 
four decades ago, Dupont filled the role 
of Post commander twice and has been 
quartermaster since 1999, in addition 
to holding a variety of other positions.

Dupont believes all veterans should 
get what they deserve. For him, the 

Service Officer Paul Dupont, known for working with 
hundreds of veterans, goes over VA forms with a veteran on 
March 22, 2013. 

Nearly 800 vets Served in 2012
in his position, Paul Dupont puts a lot of 
time into serving veterans. Listed below  
is a tally of achievements Dupont logged  
in 2012 as a VFW service officer. 
•  Personal interviews: 787
•  claims and Applications Filed: 172
•  information and counseling  

services: 2338
•  Veteran meetings: 64
•  Powers of Attorney Filed: 120
•  out of office interview: 1
•  miles traveled: 135
•  telephone calls:  

– incoming: 1168 outgoing: 722
•  Various other miscellaneous 

responsibilities: 12  Paul Dupont takes a break from his duties as a photographer with HQ Co., 76th Engineer 
Battalion at Camp Eiler, Korea, in 1969. Dupont served one tour in Korea in 1969 from  
May to December.   

greatest reward he receives is after vet-
erans see their claims approved.

“The smile on a veteran’s face after he 
gets his service letter saying how much 
compensation he’s going to receive,” he 
said, “that’s probably the best part of 
my job.” 

E-mail: kdawson@vfw.org

“I was asked if I could do it, and I 
could,” said Dupont, who has worked 
with different veterans groups for the 
past 35 years. “I enjoy working with 
vets, and I wanted to help.” 

And he has helped. In the past year 
alone, Dupont has conducted 787 per-
sonal interviews with veterans. His 
two-member staff filed nearly 300 
claims and applications, plus 172 he did 
on his own. 
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POsTs aCrOss THe COuNTry 
have experienced membership decline, 
sometimes in part to an aging group 
of active members. Post 2940 in West 
Seneca, N.Y., was one such Post. Top-
ping out at some 500 members, the Post 
is one of the largest in the Department, 
according to Marlene Roll, Erie Coun-
ty’s director of veterans services. But 
the youngest member at Post 2940 was 
72 years old, and the Post lacked several 
key leadership positions.

“The Post was really in a bad way,” 
said Roll, a member of Post 7967 in 
Alden, N.Y. “The student veterans are 
coming in as new members and have 
agreed to help the Post, keep the can-
teen going. They’re taking active roles.”

According to Roll, the Buffalo, N.Y.-
area Post is located some 20 miles from 
several surrounding colleges. For Roll 
and members of the Post, attracting the 
attention of surrounding student vet-
erans was a big membership victory. 

“We’ve been working with them for 
the past year, but to see them step up 
and save one of the largest Posts in the 
Department is overwhelming,” Roll 
said. “They want to be together and 
encourage others, and I’m so happy 
with it.”

Roll, a 1991 Persian Gulf War vet-
eran, attributes the recent partner-
ship between the Student Veterans of 

Located Near Several Colleges

Student Vets ‘Usher in a New Way’ at Large New York Post

nearby colleges,” Roll said. “We just 
want to say, ‘Hi, you’re not going to be 
students forever.’ And maybe this will 
catch on.”

Frank Grillo was installed as the 
Post’s senior vice commander. A former 
combat medic who served three tours 
in Iraq, Grillo says VFW Posts need to 
engage student veterans by adjusting to 
the interests of younger members.

“We’ll be taking measures to get rid 
of the less attractive portions and to 

The Post purchased a house next door to the Post home. 
Members were unsure what to do with the 1,400-square-
foot, two-story home, adjacent to their parking lot. During 
a meeting late last year, a couple of members brought up 
DryHootch, a non-profit organization that provides “great” 
coffee, veterans services and a relaxed setting for veterans 
to discuss sensitive or personal issues. 

The alcohol-free meeting place offers a location for vet-
erans of war to “survive the peace” by providing counseling 
or a safe location.

Post Quartermaster Steve Conto is optimistic about this 
venture and is proud that his Post stepped up to support 
area veterans.

“It’s something unique that our Post is doing to help,” 
Conto said. “We want to provide for returning veterans in 
a different setting. This route offers another option than 
hanging out at the canteen.” 

A bonus to donating the home as a start-up for DryHootch 
is the proximity. Located near the Post home, the DryHootch 
chapter helps interested veterans learn more about VFW. 
Additionally, members of the Post serve on the start-up 
committee and advocate the benefits of VFW membership.

“It’s sort of a win-win deal,” Conto said. “They can come 
relax in a neutral family-type setting, then come to the Post 
at any time—kind of like a back door into our place.”

This is the fourth DryHootch to be established in Wis-
consin. Committee members hope to start renovations on 
the house in the next few months.

E-mail: kgibson@vfw.org

post’s Namesake Died in 
Champagne-marne offensive 

harvey Pierre memorial Post 2778 in 
Appleton, Wis., was named for the first 
solider from Appleton to die in WWi.

harvey Pierre was born April 1, 1899, 
in Appleton. Prior to enlisting on  
April 11, 1917—just shy of two weeks 
after he turned 18—Pierre attended 
business school and was a well-
respected bookkeeper within  
the community.

Pierre served with G co, 2nd 
Wisconsin inf., until he deployed to 
Europe as part of the 50th machine 
Gun bn., 42nd rainbow Div.

Pierre was KiA on july 15, 1918, 
in Auberive, France, during the 
champagne-marne offensive. he was 
19 years old.

According to the Post’s website, john 
Pierre, harvey’s brother, was a charter 
member of the Post when it formed in 
1933. john served as the Post’s first 
quartermaster and later became Post 
commander.

Gen. john j. Pershing once said of 
harvey Pierre: “he bravely laid down 
his life for the causes of his country. 
his name will ever remain fresh in the 
hearts of his friends and comrades.”

VFw POsT 2778 iN aPPLeTON, wis., has been helping 
veterans in the community since its doors opened in 1933. Now, 
Post members are working to open an additional facility for a 
group called DryHootch, a non-profit organization that offers  
peer-to-peer mentoring for veterans of all eras. 

‘A Win-Win Deal’

Post Donates House for Veteran Mentoring Group

America (SVA) and VFW as a mobi-
lizing factor, describing the enthu-
siasm of student veterans from nearby 
Daemen College in Amherst, N.Y., as 
if they “came back with their pants on 
fire” to revitalize an aging Post. 

“We’re finally seeing the younger 
generation of veterans flowing into 
VFW as the conflicts in Iraq and 
Afghanistan wind down,” Dan Parker, 
national director of VFW programs, 
said. “That’s why it’s been so impor-
tant to get out there in the community 
and show these younger veterans what 
VFW is doing for them, both legisla-
tively and in veterans services.”

Not all of the 30 recent members 
are from surrounding colleges. Roll 
says five transferred from other Posts, 
and several are Vietnam veterans who 
recently joined. 

Post members held an official instal-
lation meeting on March 23 to process 
the new members and nominate new 
student-veteran leaders to fill key lead-
ership roles. 

In addition to the installation 
meeting, initiated in part by Daemen 
College’s SVA chapter, Roll held an 
officer training meeting prior to the 
installation so that new members could 
learn what each leadership position 
entailed. 

“We hope to spread the word to other 

usher in a new way of thinking to get 
people on board,” Grillo said. “We have 
to find something that suits us younger 
veterans and make this Post a beacon 
for our class of veterans.”

Grillo says it is important for Iraq 
and Afghanistan vets to enliven aging 
Posts.

“We’re the group that needs to advo-
cate,” he said. “Without VFW, we don’t 
have a voice in Washington D.C.”

E-mail: kgibson@vfw.org

The newest members of Post 2940 in West Seneca, N.Y., gather with national and Department 
VFW leaders at its March 23 installation meeting. The aging Post welcomed several student 
veterans from area colleges to take over leadership positions. Photo by E.j. FLAmmEr

Seventeen new members of Post 2778 in Appleton, Wis., are inducted 
on Nov. 12, 2012.  Photo courtEsy VFW WisConsin neWs

Post 2778 purchased a house adjacent to the Post home and donated 
the building to DryHootch, a non-profit peer-to-peer mentoring 
organization for veterans.  Photo courtEsy Dryhootch WEbsitE
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‘Something Worth Fighting For’

Minnesota Post Reorganizes to Encourage Younger Membership

Revitalizing Historic Building

Young Vets Start New Post
TwO aND a HaLF years agO, Garry Crum returned to his hometown of 
Providence, R.I., after serving in Iraq with the 6th Motor Transportation Battalion, 
4th Marine Logistics Group. His group of tight-knit Marines wanted somewhere to 
hang out that wasn’t a nightclub, but somewhere they could bond over their time 
in the military.

The Marines applied for a charter and received the designation “Post 12095.” 
They chose a former VFW Post in town to use as their new home. After years of 
disrepair, the building was essentially uninhabitable—the windows were broken 
out and boarded over, the plumbing and electricity were out of code, and during 
the clean-up, Crum and his cohorts found a mortar shell in the basement.

“It’s for the community and we know that,” said Crum, Post commander. “We 
try to do the work as much as we can, but we have to do fundraisers to do the next 
project. Then once that project is done, we start all over again.” 

While Post 12095 is one of four VFW Posts in the Providence area, it was impor-
tant to Crum to revitalize this historic building and make it available to veterans, 
with particular interest in welcoming Afghanistan and Iraq War veterans.

“We want it to function as a Post again,” Crum said. “It’s something that the 
younger generation needs to see and experience.”

Crum was really inspired to complete this project after he attended his first 
national convention in Reno, Nev., in 2012.

“I want to see younger members really get involved,” Crum said. “They have  
no idea what VFW does for them, and you don’t see that unless you go to the 
national convention.”

As a member of the newest generation of VFW members, Crum is particularly 
passionate about involving Iraq and Afghanistan War veterans in the organization, 
particularly from an advocacy standpoint.

“It’s tough to see older veterans passing away, and VFW Posts are closing at an 
alarming rate,” he said. “If VFW goes away, we’ll be in tough shape.”

For now, Post members continue their efforts to reopen the building. They are 
working on making sure the building complies with the standards outlined in the 
Americans with Disabilities Act, and they have a few finishing touches to ensure 
that everything is up to code.

Crum optimistically estimates that the Post will be open this fall, but says the 
grand opening may not happen until early next year.

To follow the Post’s renovation progress and see additional pictures, visit its 
website at http://thememorialpost.blogspot.com/.    E-mail: kgibson@vfw.org

POsT 8510 iN HiBBiNg, MiNN., 
has some 500 members. But, like 
many Posts today, it is facing an aging 
membership. In recent times, Post 
leadership positions went unfilled, par-
ticipation hit an all-time low and Post 
8510 was faced with the decision to stay 
open or close its doors.

But Craig Platt, Post quartermaster, 
says the Post wasn’t ready to give up 
the fight.

“A group of us stepped forward to 
take charge,” Platt, 38, said. “I hope we 
can keep that going.”

The Post in Hibbing is one of 
the largest buildings in the town of 
16,000, and serves as an event space 

for weddings, fundraisers and other 
gatherings. So it is important to the 
community that the Post stays open.

“It’s a good challenge,” Platt told the 
Hibbing Daily Tribune. “It’s something 
worth fighting for. It’s a good cause and 
a good organization.”

Platt says that the Post developed a 
new board of members equally invested 
in saving the Post. Some members 
served in leadership roles in the past, 
while others are new to the Post.

“We are pushing forward, sharing 
ideas and talking through things,” said 
Platt, a former Minnesota National 
Guard member who served in Bosnia 
and Kosovo in 2000. “We are taking 

Revitalized Post Honors Former Warriors
Post 12095 in Providence, r.i., calls itself “the memorial Post.” the building formerly housed Post 174,  
named for Pvt. sylvester s. Payne who served with E btry., 55th Arty. regt., coast Artillery corps in WWi.  
Pvt. Payne, a Providence resident, was KiA on Nov. 6, 1918, in France.

the Post went defunct, and two years ago a group of marines reopened the historic building under  
a new Post charter. Now Post 12095 has been renamed for David Forgue. 

“i wanted to do something in his memory, like a college scholarship or something,” said  
Post commander Garry crum. “but i decided i could honor him by naming the Post after him.”

crum and Forgue served together with the 6th motor transportation battalion, 4th marine Logistics Group  
in iraq in 2005.

the reins from older members. They 
are sharing what they know and what 
they’ve learned. Everyone has some-
thing to offer.”

But one thing all members agree on 
is updating the facility to appeal to the 
younger generation of veterans.

“We are trying to change the face of 
VFW and steer away from people’s per-
ceptions of what it was,” Platt said. “It’s 
no longer grandpa’s country club. There 
are younger people out there, and we 
need to round up that next generation 
of veterans.” 

Specific changes the Post is working 
to achieve include promoting Post 
events using Facebook and offering 

free WiFi. 
For two weeks in February, the bar 

was unable to serve liquor, and that’s 
when the Post realized it needed alter-
native revenue sources to keep the Post 
solvent. A full-time cook was hired so 
that the Post could hold weekly food 
events such as pancake breakfasts to 
support the Post financially.

“It’s a great organization to be a 
part of,” Platt said. “It’s our way of still 
serving and giving back to the commu-
nity. The more younger people we reach 
out to, the more they are going to want 
to be involved.”

E-mail: kgibson@vfw.org

“… I decided I could 

honor him by naming 

the Post after him.”

—  Garry Crum, Commander 
Post 12095

Members of newly chartered Post 12095 in Providence, R.I., continue to renovate a rundown 
building that was once home to Post 174. After nearly three years of work, the group of Iraq 
vets hope to open the building at the end of the year.  Photos courtEsy Post 12095 WEbsitE
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Army Post Gone, but Not Forgotten 

Post in Germany Erects 
Monument to Commemorate 
Long-Time Alliance 
POsT 10658 Has CaLLeD THe u.s. arMy garrisON in Schweinfurt, 
Germany, home since 1990. When rumors of the garrison’s closing began cir-
culating in early 2010, the Post wanted to commemorate the long-time alliance 
between Germans and Americans with a tangible reminder.

“The idea of a monument started out as something that was just being kicked 
around,” said Sean Hillyer a Kosovo and two-tour Iraq veteran. “Then we realized 
that if we ever wanted to make this a reality we needed to get a move on.”

Once the decision was made, the Post wasted no time holding fundraisers, set-
ting up tables at its Post Exchange and sending letters to military personnel who 
have since left the area. In total, the Post raised more than $30,000 toward the 
monument.

The Post kicked off construction for the American Soldier’s Monument in 
March 2010 at Alter Friedhof, a public park near downtown Schweinfurt.

The monument itself consists of an eagle with its head cocked and wings rested, 
perched atop an obelisk, symbolizing the peaceful relationship between Germany 
and the United States. The obelisk rests on a five-point star mosaic, also repre-
senting the harmony between the two nations. 

“We found this to be a perfect representation of the long period of cooperation 
between our two nations following WWII,” said Hillyer, Post commander.

On Veterans Day 2012, it was dedicated to all servicemembers who were sta-
tioned or served in Schweinfurt from the end of WWII until present day.

After the garrison closes, the monument will be maintained by the city as part 
of the park. “[The monument] stands as something that children, grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren of those who served here can visit and remember the ser-
vice of their ancestors,” Hillyer said. “We can’t help but be more than a little proud 
of that.” E-mail: kdawson@vfw.org 

‘Something Everyone Should See’

Missouri Post Hosts a Traveling Memorial Exhibit 
Two locals visit the Remembering Our Fallen 
exhibit on April 28, 2012, at its official 
unveiling in North Dakota. 

Post 1130 in La Porte, ind., 
located along the northern 
border of the state, holds up to 
two flag disposal ceremonies 
each year.

on may 1, 2012, also 
known as Loyalty Day, Post 
members disposed of its local 
community’s exhausted flags 
in the proper terminal fashion. 

public needs to see.”
The display, 60 feet long and approx-

imately eight feet high, was the first 
thing visitors saw when walking into 
the Post. The Missouri exhibit displays 
the 140 fallen from the state, and each 
person is represented with a variety 
of items, from t-shirts to flags. But all 
have at least two photographs in the 
exhibit: one of him or her in military 
uniform and a beloved candid photo.

“What really brings out the emotion 
is the favorite personal photos,” 
Williams said. “You get the unsmiling 
Marine in his uniform, but the photo of 
him when he’s ten with his 4-H group is 
what reminds you he’s someone’s child.”

In total, some 77 Parkville residents 
came to look at the exhibit. While it 
was on display, Post members worked 
three-hour shifts from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
to supervise and maintain the exhibit 
while people came to honor the fallen 
and say their thanks.

“It’s very sobering to see,” Post Adju-
tant Robert Eckerle said. “It really 
reminds people that these aren’t just 
warriors—they’re husbands, wives, 
sons and daughters.”

Currently, an exhibit is touring  
in Arizona, Colorado, Iowa, Kansas, 
Missouri, North Dakota, Oklahoma, The son of a fallen servicemember visits the Remembering Our Fallen exhibit at its opening on 

July 31, 2011, in Jefferson City, Mo.

iT is saiD THaT a MaN DOes 
NOt dIE until he is forgotten. Patri-
otic Productions in Omaha, Neb., 
has taken those words to heart. Since 
January 2011, they have circulated 
Remembering Our Fallen—displays of 
photos, military memorabilia and per-
sonal items of servicemembers who 
have died since Sept. 11, 2001, in states 
across the Midwest.

Each state has its own unique dis-
play dedicated to its own deceased 
troops. Across the country, Remem-
bering Our Fallen has sought out the 
help of high schools, community cen-
ters, and American Legion and VFW 
Posts to host its exhibits. 

“We didn’t want it to just sit in one 
museum somewhere where only a com-
munity would see it,” said Bill Williams, 
co-founder of Patriotic Productions. 
“We wanted it to travel and be seen by 
thousands.”

Currently, each exhibit—which costs 
$800 to bring to a specific community—
is booked until the end of 2013. That’s 
why when a cancellation opened up a 
slot at the end of February, Post 7356 
in Parkville, Mo., jumped at the chance.

“It was a great opportunity to display 
something like this,” Post Commander 
John Bugg said. “This is something the 

Texas and Wisconsin. Patriotic Pro-
ductions intends to eventually have 
Remembering Our Fallen displays  
circulating in all 50 states.

“I think we need to figure out a way 
to get every Post in Missouri to bring it 
to its town,” Eckerle said. “Every state 
should know about it. It’s something 
everyone should see.” 
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Schweinfurt High School JROTC unit members stand by while Post 10658 Senior Vice 
Commander James Green III lays a wreath at the dedication ceremony of the monument on 
Nov. 11, 2012 in Schweinfurt, Germany. Photo courtEsy sEAN hiLLyEr

indiana post Holds proper flag Disposal

Photo courtEsy indiana Combat Veteran

E-mail: kdawson@vfw.org
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VFW Returns to Kentucky

Louisville Offers Attractions to Please Everyone
THOse OF yOu aTTeNDiNg VFW’s 114th  
National Convention July 20-24, in Louisville, Ky., 
know the importance of the work at hand. But you can 
still have a good time in between conducting the busi-
ness of the organization and listening to the multitude 
of guest speakers.

While VFW has twice before held national conven-
tions in Louisville—first in 1934 and second in 1996—
much has changed in “Derby City.” From Churchill 
Downs to Museum Row, Louisville has something 
of interest for everyone. Here is a look at some of the 
city’s highlights:

•  Churchill Downs,  
700 Central Ave., 502-636-4400: Home to 
the world-famous Kentucky Derby, Churchill 
Downs is a must-see for horse-racing lovers. 
The thoroughbred racetrack opened in 1875 and 
held the first Kentucky Derby and the first Kentucky 
Oaks in the same year. Churchill Downs also 
has hosted the renowned Breeders’ Cup on eight 
occasions, most recently in 2011. 

•  Kentucky Derby Museum,  
704 Central Ave., 502-637-1111: The museum offers 
two floors of various exhibits, plus visitors can have 
their photo taken in the famous winner’s circle. 
Situated next to Churchill Downs, the museum also 
offers tours of the race track.

•  Louisville Slugger Museum and Factory,  
800 W. Main St., 1-877-775-8443: Since the 1880s, 
the factory has churned out baseball bats, the first 
for Pete Browning, who also was known as the 
“Louisville Slugger.” The location is well-marked  
by the World’s Biggest Baseball Bat leaning against 
the outside of the building. It weighs 68,000 pounds 
and stands 120-feet tall. In Bud’s Batting Cage, 
batters can hit with replica bats of baseball  
legends like Babe Ruth and Ted Williams, plus 
current players. 

•  Belle of Louisville,  
401 West River Rd., 1-866-832-0011: A national 
historic landmark, since 1963 the Belle of Louisville 
has taken nearly 7 million people on a cruise on 
the Ohio River. The Belle will celebrate her 100th 
birthday in October. Guests can choose from lunch, 
dinner or site-seeing cruises.

•  Frazier History Museum,  
829 W. Main St., 502-753-5663: Part of  
Louisville’s Museum Row, the Frazier features 
several temporary interactive exhibits as well 
as a multitude of permanent displays. It has the 
distinction of being the only place in the world 
outside England to permanently house and display 
Royal Armouries artifacts. The museum is an 
affiliate in the Smithsonian Affiliations program. 
Furthermore, the Civil War’s oldest remaining 
monument, the 32nd Indiana Monument, was 
placed in the lobby for free viewing. 

•  Mark Payton Glass Center,  
815 W. Market St., 502-992-3270: Take a tour 
of Flame Run’s Hot Shop and the Mark Payton 
Glass Center for an introduction to the world of 
glassmaking. Hands-on tours give visitors a chance 
at making glass pieces.

For more ideas of what to see and do in Louisville, 
visit www.gotolouisville.com or call the Louisville 
Visitor’s Center at 502-379-6109.

2013 DEpARtmENt HotEl ASSiGNmENtS
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Posts with the Most VFW Posts oF 1,000 MeMbers
or More as oF aPr 12, 2013

NoN-ProFIt org.
U.S. PoStage

PAID
VFW

VFW NatIoNal HeadqUarterS • PUblIcatIoNS 
406 WeSt 34tH Street, KaNSaS cIty, Mo 64111

May | june 2013

1 27 Wiesbaden, Germany ................ 2,760
2 1114 evansville, IN ...............................2,637
3 1503 Dale City, Va ............................... 2,415
4 9972 sierra Vista, aZ ........................... 2,013
5 8862 Vicenza, Italy ................................1,967

6 392 Virginia beach, Va .......................1,745
7 6506 rosedale, MD .............................. 1,686
8 9342 ansbach, Germany ...................... 1,614
9 2485 angeles City, Philippines ...........1,608
10 9785 eagle river, aK ............................ 1,603

rank  Post No.  Location  Members

rank No. Location   Members

 

11	 4372	 Odessa,	TX.......................... 1,577
12	 628	 Sioux	Falls,	SD	.....................1,575
13	 63	 Boise,	ID	..............................1,520
14	 7686	 Alamogordo,	NM	...............1,518
15	 4647	 North	Highlands,	CA	.........1,491
16	 10692	 Grafenwoehr,	Germany	...1,462
17	 1146	 St	Clair	Shores,	MI	............1,366
18	 6873	 Abilene,	TX	.......................... 1,351
19	 7234	 Ocean	View,	DE	................. 1,343
20	 76	 San	Antonio,	TX	................ 1,338
21	 972	 Terre	Haute,	IN	....................1,301

22	 10097	 Fort	Myers	Beach,	FL	....... 1,295
23	 10047	 North	Las	Vegas,	NV	........ 1,278
24	 3892	 Harker	Heights,	TX	...........1,264
25	 4809	 Norfolk,	VA.......................... 1,263
26	 2503	 Omaha,	NE	.......................... 1,247
27	 2111	 Chula	Vista,	CA	................... 1,216
28	 3944	 Overland-St.	Ann,	MO	......1,214
29	 549	 Tucson,	AZ	...........................1,201
30	 1512	 Lemon	Grove,	CA	............... 1,197
31	 1326	 Bismarck,	ND....................... 1,193
32	 4548	 Jacksonville,	AR	................... 1,191
33	 1273	 Rapid	City,	SD	..................... 1,182

34	 969	 Tacoma,	WA	.........................1,173
35	 1308	 Alton,	IL	................................ 1,149
36	 10216	 Sonton-Si,	Korea	................ 1,138
37	 1599	 Chambersburg,	PA	.............1,137
38	 788	 Cedar	Rapids,	IA	................ 1,102
39	 1170	 Middletown,	KY	............... 1,084
40	 7968	 Apache	Junction,	AZ	.......1,080
40	 56	 Leavenworth,	KS	..............1,080
42	 10436	 Kitzingen,	Germany	......... 1,074
43	 1152	 Kokomo,	IN	......................... 1,061
44	 9400	 Sunnyslope,	AZ	.................1,058
	

45	 10420	 Murrells	Inlet,	SC	..............1,057
46	 9223	 Arlington,	CA......................1,053
47	 1296	 Bloomington,	MN	.............1,047
48	 379	 Yakima,	WA	....................... 1,042
49	 7564	 West	Fargo,	ND	................. 1,041
50	 7175	 Millington,	TN	....................1,035
51	 401	 Albuquerque,	NM	.............1,028
51	 8951	 West	York,	PA	....................1,028
53	 3282	 Port	Orange,	FL	.................1,025
54	 1079	 Elyria,	OH	...........................1,004

World War II Veterans Leading VFW Posts 
from Coast to Coast

1,658 Recognized to Date

THe CheCkpoint sTaFF exTeNDs a HearTy  
“THaNk yOu” to all our World War II Post leaders, members 
and veterans. And we want to recognize those who still devote 
time and energy to VFW causes.

Listed below are 50 WWII veterans who serve VFW Posts 
in official capacities. Checkpoint has recognized a total of 1,658 
such Post leaders since the March/April 2009 issue. We will 
continue to feature this section in subsequent issues until every 
WWII Post leader whose name is submitted is recognized. 
If you would like to recognize a WWII veteran who currently 
serves your Post, please send us his or her name, official Post 
position and your Post’s location. Send information to: 

Checkpoint, Attn: WWII Leaders 
406 W. 34th Street, Kansas City, MO 64111 
E-mail: tdyhouse@vfw.org

name Position Post/Location 
John R. Allen Trustee Post 8553, Clifton, Texas
Robert Benson Chaplain Post 473, Cabool, Mo.
Teddy Bogosh Chaplain Post 5069, Andreas, Pa.
Oliver Bucholtz Honor Guard Post 3701, Lakeview, Mich.
Raymond Carlson Chaplain Post 9069, Milnor, N.D.
Truett Carter Trustee Post 5735, Slidell, La.
Ray Casper Commander Post 6271, Benson, Ariz.
John M. Clevenger Commander Post 11428, Sandy Hook, Ky.
Bill Cline Honor Guard Post 4933, Boone Dam, Tenn.
Edwin P. Conrad, Jr. Jr. Vice Cmdr. Post 8553, Clifton, Texas
Raymond Costa Officer of the Day Post 6353, Ferndale, Calif.
Ed Crowl Guard Post 6353, Ferndale, Calif.
Bill DeAllaume Chaplain Post 850, Glen Rock, N.J.
Ara Dedeian Trustee Post 850, Glen Rock, N.J.
Fred Dowdy Chaplain Post 4914, Willingboro, N.J.
Charles Esch Trustee Post 1881, Cheyenne, Wyo.
Tom Farrell Surgeon Post 850, Glen Rock, N.J.
Don F. Giacomini Trustee Post 6353, Ferndale, Calif.
Luther Hilliard Chaplain Post 12078, Clever, Mo.
Dave Holzbaur Jr. Vice Cmdr. Post 850, Glen Rock, N.J.
George Junot Judge Advocate Post 5735, Slidell, La.
James C. Kittle Honor Guard Post 3663, Buckhannon, W.Va.
Andrew Lanterman Officer of the Day Post 8096, Butler, N.J.
Darius Leightcap Honor Guard Post 7069, Clarks Summit, Pa.
Joe A. Mendes, Jr. Chaplain Post 6353, Ferndale, Calif.

name  Position Post/Location 
Jim Mueller Commander Post 4048, Seal Beach, Calif.
Michael Nardella Honor Guard Post 7069, Clarks Summit, Pa.
Edward Plochinski Historian Post 4162, Hamtramck, Mich.
Bing Ramsay Quartermaster Post 850, Glen Rock, N.J.
George Rasich Chaplain Post 12100, Milwaukee, Wis.
Al Rillieux Trustee Post 5735, Slidell, La.
Vincent Robinson Quartermaster Post 11294, Foresthill, Calif.
Christopher Sanchez Chaplain Post 12020, Hemet, Calif.
Lloyd G. Sanderson Trustee Post 9162, West Burlington, Iowa
Peter Sarenac Quartermaster Post 12100, Milwaukee, Wis.
Joseph E. Schubert Commander Post 8745, Whiting, N.J.
Jim Shaw Trustee Post 3701, Lakeview, Mich.
Lawrence Shoemaker Honor Guard Post 4933, Boone Dam, Tenn.
Hugh Short Judge Advocate Post 3043, Burley, Idaho
Max Singer Service Officer Post 850, Glen Rock, N.J.
Calvin Smith Judge Advocate Post 4933, Boone Dam, Tenn.
John Smith Surgeon Post 608, East Boston, Mass.
Harry Spence Chaplain Post 5735, Slidell, La. 
Hurshel “Bob” Wade Home Board Post 1881, Cheyenne, Wyo.
Cecil R. Walker Commander Post 8557, Toledo Village, Texas
William Wall Jr. Vice Cmdr. Post 4178, Benkelman, Neb.
Al Wheelock Jr. Vice Cmdr. Post 4933, Boone Dam, Tenn.
Wig Wigmore Honor Guard Post 10167, Holiday, Fla.
Victor Youmans Jr. Vice Cmdr. Post 3701, Lakeview, Mich.
John Zuccaro Adjutant Post 608, East Boston, Mass.


