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‘He Loved Everyone’
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2015 National Publications
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North Carolina Post Re-named to Honor Fallen Soldier
WHEN ARMY CAPT. MARK GARNER WAS KILLED BY A ROADSIDE BOMB IN AFGHANISTAN ON JULY 6, 2009,
the community of Elkin, N.C., mourned the loss of the 30-year-old husband.

Service
Officer Profiled

A former Marine with a
Ph.D. offers his Agent
Orange expertise to vets in
Michigan.
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Helping Heroes
Get Homes

A group of realtors in
Wisconsin are discounting
commissions for vets and first
responders.
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Dreams Delivered
in Louisville

A group of
VFW and
Ladies Auxiliary
volunteers
help build a
kid-designed playground.
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WWII Vets Active
at Posts
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This list recognizes those
still serving VFW and
their communities at the
grassroots level.

Before he attended the U.S. Military
Academy at West Point, Garner was a
well-respected youth in Elkin. He played
football, basketball and baseball. He won
a Daughters of the American Revolution
good citizenship award. As one of his
friends said in 2009 after hearing of Garner’s death, “He was just a nice guy.”
It seems fitting, then, that members
of VFW Post 7794 in Elkin gathered the
community together on Veterans Day
2014 to re-name its building the Captain
Mark Garner Post.

“The Post was named after William
Jones, who was killed in World War II,”
said Sam Bishop, Post quartermaster. “He
is buried in Italy, and none of his family
remains in Elkin. The Post felt it was
time to move on and honor another local
soldier.”
Bishop said that by honoring Garner
in this way, it also honors other Iraq and
Afghanistan vets.
“I think it will show younger veterans
and service people that just like those
who served before in the World Wars,
Vietnam and Korea, that we honor them,
too,” Bishop said. “Now it’s time to start
remembering the younger vets, the ones
serving in Afghanistan, Iraq and other
places.”
Another Veterans Day dedication also
commemorated Garner’s life. A segment
of the Overmountain Victory National
Historical Trail that runs through Elkin
was named for Garner.

“Even though it’s been five years, it still
hits you like it was just last week,” Garner’s
mom, Beth, told the Winston-Salem
Journal after the ceremonies. “Knowing
that people recognized what a good man
he was … he loved everyone. And I don’t
know anyone who didn’t like Mark.”
Garner was on patrol in Afghanistan’s
Argandab District as a company
commander with B Co., 1st Bn., 4th Inf.
Regt., when he was killed. Supporting
the United Nations International Security
Assistance Force as part of Task Force
Zabul, Garner was traveling in a convoy
of explosive ordnance disposal specialists.
On a website remembering Garner,
his wife, Nickayla, summed up his death:
“Mark died doing the job he loved, and
we will cherish fond memories of him
forever.”
E-mail: jblankenship@vfw.org

“Now it’s time to
start remembering
the younger vets,
the ones serving in
Afghanistan, Iraq
and other places.”
— Sam Bishop,
Quartermaster, Post 7794

Bountiful Post
Gardens

At Posts in
Tennessee
and Missouri,
members grow
produce to
help feed area veterans.
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Saying Goodbye
to the Stars
and Stripes
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A Virginia Post collects
old U.S. flags in its
community and gives them a
proper send-off.

PHOTOS COURTESY VFW POST 7794

Army Capt. Mark Garner was killed in Afghanistan on July 6, 2009, while serving
with the 4th Inf. Regt. Garner has been memorialized by VFW Post 7794 in
Elkin, N.C. Post members agreed to re-name its Post in Garner’s honor.
A Nov. 11, 2014, ceremony made it official.

EXTRA! EXTRA! Leadership Perspectives
CAPITOL HILL HOSTS VFW

This year’s VFW Legislative Conference is
March 1-5, at the Hyatt Regency Crystal City in
Arlington, Va. Housing reservations opened
Nov. 15, 2014, and you can make them online at
https://resweb.passkey.com/go/VFWHyatt2015 or
by calling 1-888-421-1442. Remember to identify
yourself with VFW. For a complete schedule, visit
http://www.vfw.org/DC2015/.
Here is an abbreviated tentative agenda of what
is to take place at the conference.
March 1 • Arrivals for all attendees
• Time and Place Committee
• Foundation board meeting
• Life Member Committee meeting
• Committee on Appeals
• Briefing for new Legislative
committee members
March 2 • National Veterans Service
Advisory Committee
• Budget and Finance Committee
• Legislative meeting (all attendees)
• National Council of Administration
• Voice of Democracy Parade of Winners
March 3 • Capitol Hill visits
March 4 • Commander-in-Chief’s testimony
• Legislative reception on Capitol Hill
March 5 • Departures
For more information regarding conference or
hotel information, please contact Vanessa Kane, CMP,
CMM at (816) 968-1198, or by e-mailing vkane@vfw.org.

GOLF MERCHANDISE AVAILABLE AT VFW STORE

If your Post is hosting a golf tournament this
year, VFW Store can help. The store offers hundreds of
inexpensive giveaway ideas such as: commemorative
T-shirts, golf balls, golf towels, tees, koozies, divot
tools and ball markers. These and other products can
be customized with your Post logo. To get a free,
no-obligation quote, call Kim Winston at (816) 968-1181
or e-mail her at kwinston@vfw.org.

RESERVE HOUSING FOR CONVENTION

VFW members can start reserving convention housing
on Feb. 16 for the 116th VFW national convention to
take place July 18-22, 2015, in Pittsburgh, Pa. For more
information, contact Vanessa Kane, CMP, CMM at
(816) 968-1198 or visit www.vfw.org.

PREPARE NOW FOR PUBLICATIONS CONTEST

By now, all Department adjutants should have
received a packet detailing VFW’s 2015 National
Publications Contest. To find out how your Post can
enter at the Department level for consideration
in the national contest, contact your Department
headquarters.

HOW WILL YOU BE REMEMBERED?

With your support, VFW has been making a
difference in the lives of veterans, service members
and their families for 115 years. Learn how you can
amplify your impact with a gift through your estate
plans by contacting the VFW Planned Giving Office
at (816) 968-1119, e-mailing plannedgiving@vfw.org or
visiting www.vfw.org/plannedgiving.

CHOOSING THE RIGHT DENTAL COVERAGE

Members and their families can now get dental
benefits through the exclusive dental insurance
provider selected by VFW.
Choose from two plans offered at
rates negotiated for VFW members:
Basic plan—100% coverage for
cleanings and significant discounts on fillings.
Upgraded plan—Basic plan coverage plus
discounts on restorative services including dentures.
Your dentist is probably already on the nationwide
list that includes thousands of dentists, or choose
another dentist where you live.
Enroll today and enjoy better dental health. Visit
the Dental Insurance page at www.vfwinsurance.com
to learn more.
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John Hamilton, Adjutant General

Videos Offer Training and Insight
I’m proud to announce a new feature on VFW’s
website that will help our leaders and active members
perform their jobs better. The VFW Training Hub
can be accessed through My VFW, the members-only
section at www.vfw.org.
To get there, you’ll need to create an account
using your VFW membership number
and a valid e-mail address. After
accessing My VFW, click on
“VFW Training Hub” in
the “General Member
Tools and Resources” list.
There, you’ll find the
videos. They are organized
in four categories: Post Service Officers; Administrative Operations; Programs;
and Membership.
The videos for Post service officers provide key
information to help them understand their role in the
VA claims process and fulfill the objectives of their
position. They also serve as an educational tool for
Department service officers to use during annual
training of their Post service officers. It is a “must-have”
for every Department.

The videos cover:
• When to Consult Your Department Service Officer
• Identifying Veterans Who Need Help
• Basics of the VA Claims Process
• Getting a VA Claim Started
• Important Cautions
Under Administrative Operations, we offer four
videos that can help Post leaders manage basic functions like how to open, close and conduct a Post meeting,
and how to challenge a member’s eligibility.
In the Programs section, you’ll find two videos
narrated by VFW’s Director of Programs Kevin Jones.
In the first, he gives a general overview of all our
Programs, and in the second, he provides specific
details of each.
The final section is a two-part video hosted by
VFW’s Deputy Director of Membership Rick Butler.
In the video, Butler explains how effective recruiters
communicate to prospective members the features and
benefits that VFW offers them.
All these videos offer something for any VFW leader
or activist. So take a look. There’s important information
that can serve you and your Post.

Bob Greene, Quartermaster General

Serving with Integrity and Honor
I read with keen interest a column in
giving someone else permission to steal
the August/September 2014 Pennsylfrom the Post.
vania VFW News written by the state
Trustees should consider it an honor
commander Gary Smith. I decided that
to be asked to guard the Post finances.
I couldn’t say it any better than Gary, so
Carry out that responsibility with honor
I am including a portion of that column
and integrity.
here.
Post commanders and quartermasters
I urge VFW leaders at all levels to take
should encourage their trustees to
this to heart:
be vigilant and to ask questions.
“Integrity in the VFW must be kept I agree wholeheartedly
Quartermasters should make regular
at high levels. This should not just be a with Commander Smith’s
deposits into your Post bank accounts.
concern for the commander, quarter- words and would extend
Allowing funds to sit in a safe too long
master and other officers. Every member the last statement to
only invites temptation. The Post money
Department
leaders,
as
should demand that financial reports are
belongs to the membership, don’t let
well. If you are experiencing someone take it away from you.
checked thoroughly.
With recent outbreaks of funds any difficulties, the sooner
It’s a simple truth that problems occur
you reach out to National
missing at Posts, it is time for us all to
when officers and trustees don’t do their
Headquarters, the sooner
stand firm. Officers and members must
jobs, when finances are not managed well
we can work together to
demand that their Post trustees do a solve any problems.
and when the canteen/social side tries to
better job of auditing the books.
take control.
Trustees need to take their roles as seriously as if
Post leaders: If you have questions or need support,
they were looking after their own money. If trustees are get Department headquarters involved early and
foolish enough to sign blank Post audit forms so they together we will do what is right.”
don’t have to be part of the audit process, then they are
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Making it Easier to Say Yes

TO SAY THAT KEITH MINO HAS his career to teaching. He retired from
devoted his life to helping veterans his superintendent position at the Clio,
is a major understatement. As the ser- Mich., school district in 1999. Then,
vice officer for Post 4113 in St. Johns, Mino became a full-time VFW-certified
Mich., for the last 13 years, Mino field service officer in 2001.
has made it his mission to help vet“I would travel to different areas of
erans receive VA disability ratings and Michigan to visit with veterans,” Mino
deserved compensation. So much so said. “Sometime I’d drive three hours
that his reach has extended beyond his one way, so I had a lot of time to day8,000-person hometown, located just dream, and I began to understand that
25 miles north of Lansing.
it’s an honor to hear the veterans’ stories. I am a time
“I received a call
traveler because I
from a guy in New
get to experience
York who heard from
stories from all eras.
a friend of a friend
What I experienced
of a friend that I was
in Vietnam was not
the guy,” Mino said.
unique. We’re all in
He also recently
this together. Facing
helped a veteran “Being a service officer is the
fear and wearing the
in California file a
most rewarding work a veteran
uniform knows no
claim who also heard
can
be
involved
in.
It
gives
me
time limitations.”
about Mino through
the opportunity to affect lives.
word-of-mouth.
Mino could talk
forever
about all of
The Vietnam vetI provide hope, that is my job.”
the stories he’s heard
eran says he joined
and the people he’s
the Marine Corps —Keith Mino, Post 4113 Service Officer.
helped.
Unfortuat 17 years old after
his uncle Sonny, a Marine who served nately, his own health limited his ability
during WWII, encouraged him as a to travel, and he was forced to quit
being a field officer. However, he was
means to pay for college.
“At that time, I was really into sports determined to continue his work, so he
and didn’t pay much attention to news remained the service officer for his Post
like I should have,” Mino said. “I hadn’t in addition to serving as the commandeven heard the word Vietnam. The er—a position he has held for 10 of the
man checking me in said I didn’t need last 13 years.
These days, Mino says, he prefers
to bother unpacking my bags. Before
I knew what had hit me, we were on a the laid-back environment of the local
ship heading overseas.” He served with Big Boy restaurant in St. Johns, where
the 1st Marine Division in Vietnam he can meet with veterans and discuss
every aspect of their lives.
from August 1965-September 1966.
“They know me there,” Mino says,
After his time in the Marine Corps,
Mino got his desired college education, “and the coffee just keeps coming. We
obtained a Ph.D. in education leader- could meet at the Post, but that’s so
ship from Michigan State and devoted sterile.”

PHOTOS COURTESY KEITH MINO

Michigan Service Officer
Respected as Agent Orange Expert

Top: Keith Mino works with a veteran at his office in
St. Johns, Mich., in December 2014. Mino’s extensive interest
in Agent Orange has been beneficial in helping veterans
receive compensation for exposure to the chemical defoliant.
Right: Keith Mino joined the Marines at 17 years old.
He served in Vietnam with the 1st Marine Division from
1965-1966. Today he is the commander and service officer
at Post 4113 in St. Johns, Mich.

Asking the right questions is key,
and Mino continues to do everything
he can to educate himself and others—
particularly when it comes to identifying presumptive conditions related
to chemical exposure, as well as the
secondary conditions that often accompany those ailments.
“I want VA to get the full experience
of the human being,” Minos says. “I
want them to know every aspect of the
condition and accept that veteran as a
human being. I want to make it easier
for them to say yes than to say no, and I
have maintained that philosophy since
I started this stuff.”
As chairperson for the Michigan
Agent Orange Commission from 199097, Mino helped oncology experts in
New York study the lasting effects of
Agent Orange on Vietnam veterans,
and he attended a 1993 international
health conference in Hanoi on the con-

sequences of chemical exposure.
“It opened my eyes and scared me,”
Mino says. “I saw all these health issues
in boys and girls and North Vietnamese
soldiers. This is not isolated. If you
are exposed to these things, you can
suffer.” Ever the educator, Mino wanted
to get to the bottom of the issue and has
given his best to finding answers for his
fellow veterans.
Helping those who have been told
“no” by VA multiple times is something
that gives Mino “tremendous sense of
pride” in his work.
“To know that I did something to
help is really powerful and really motivates me,” Mino said.
“Being a service officer is the most
rewarding work a veteran can be
involved in. It gives me the opportunity
to affect lives. I provide hope, that is my
job.”
E-mail: kgibson@vfw.org

NATIONAL VETERANS SERVICE

WA N T E D
Outstanding Service Officers
We would like to read about the hard
work your Post and Department
service officers are doing. If you would
like to see them receive some muchdeserved recognition, send us a brief
note explaining why.

Do you need help filing a claim?
VFW’s National Veterans Service has a VFW Department service
officer locator on its website. To find a service officer near you, just follow
these easy steps:
1. Visit www.vfw.org/nvs.
2. Select “ASSISTANCE” from the menu.
3. Select “NATIONAL VETERANS SERVICE” from the pull-down menu.
4. L
 ocate the “FIND A SERVICE OFFICER” box on the right-hand side
of the screen.
5. Select your state and hit “GO”.

Please send information to:

Checkpoint
Attn: Outstanding Service Officers
406 W. 34th Street
Kansas City, MO 64111
or call (816) 968-1171
or e-mail tdyhouse@vfw.org

FIND A SERVICE OFFICER
State

GO
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A Tangible Benefit

Vets Can Save 25% on Realtor Commissions
AS A WAY TO SAY “THANK YOU” TO VETERANS AND FIRST RESPONDERS, Post 10262,
located in Plover, Wis., kicked off a program last May that offers them a discount when buying or selling
a home. The Post teamed up with “Homes for Heroes,” a national network of realtors who reimburse 25%
of their commission back to veterans, law enforcement, and firefighters.

DEBBIE MANTHEY, AUXILIARY 10262, PHOTOGRAPHER,
PHOTO COURTESY OF WISCONSIN VFW NEWS

Post 10262 member Joshua Zimmerman cuts a ceremonial ribbon in front of the Post’s tank to officially recognize local
affiliation to the “Homes for Heroes” program in May 2014. By utilizing the program, veterans and first responders can
receive 25% of a participating realtor’s commission.

One of the Post’s 220 members is Joshua Zimmerman,
who works as a realtor for Coldwell Banker/The Real
Estate Group in Stevens Point, Wis. He partnered
with fellow realtors Holly Carter and Doug
Milkowski. Zimmerman and his colleagues
became affiliates of the “Homes for Heroes”
program in May 2014.
“I’ve been in real estate for some time
but just haven’t felt completely fulfilled,” Zimmerman told the Wisconsin VFW News. “I wanted
a way to give back in some way and this program allowed
me that opportunity.”
The Post backed the effort by providing a location for the
kick-off ribbon cutting ceremony on May 22, 2014. Area
leadership and local realtor groups gathered by the Post’s
tank, and enjoyed refreshments. The Post’s honor guard
performed a rifle service. Since the ribbon-cutting ceremony, the Post has done its best to remind members that
they are eligible for the program.
“For us it’s a way to broaden our message to the community,” said Ron Stoflet, Post commander. “We do a lot of
things in the community, but this was actually hitting the
pocketbooks of people. It’s a way to show the community
that we work with local businesses to give back, and we try
to do that as much as we can. It’s not unheard of for a veteran to save up to $2,000.”
Created in neighboring Minnesota after the 9/11 terrorist attacks, the “Homes for Heroes” program aims to
assist those first responders and military personnel who
met the call of duty in the wake of national tragedy.
E-mail: kgibson@vfw.org

‘A Perfect Opportunity’

Iowa Grain Elevator Becomes
Tribute to Veterans

PHOTOS COURTESY THE
VETERANS MEMORIAL
TOWER PROJECT

Several murals are painted on
the side of a grain elevator in
Eagle Grove, Iowa, that honor
the area’s military and farming
history. VFW members in
the town have been raising
money since 2011 to beautify
the 1940s structure and
simultaneously thank local
veterans.
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THE OLD EAGLE GRAIN ELEVATOR RISES 100 FEET above the small
community of Eagle Grove, Iowa. Built in the 1940s, it has been vacant for quite
some time, and in 2011, community members were faced with the decision to tear
down the structure. Instead, a group of patriotic locals decided to do something to
honor veterans.
Among this group, members of Post 642, located in Eagle Grove, have been
working since 2011 to cover the grain elevator in murals depicting the area’s heritage and military pride.
“It just seemed like a perfect opportunity,” said Daryl Watts, member of the veterans tower committee. “I know the owner and approached him, and he thought it
would be a pretty good idea. We formed a committee, and it took off.”
The west-facing wall honors members who served with Det. 1, B Btry, 194th
Field Arty, once located at the armory in the town. That armory was closed in 2013.
The east side of the grain elevator is slated to include a mural of the POW/MIA
flag design, as well as a commemoration of the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.
“This is going to be a focal point for people who come to visit Eagle Grove,”
Watts told Radio Iowa.
The Post has donated $1,000 to the cause since the effort began. Rev. Herbert
Shiller and Don Deuel are both members of the Post and prominent members of
the committee charged with completing the mural project.
“We wanted something to represent the importance of vets in the community
and their participation in the freedoms of life we enjoy,” Deuel said.
As the funding and laborers become available, and the weather cooperates, the
committee will continue its work on the project. It truly has been a community
effort. A local Iowa artist is painting the murals, and committee members have
consulted with Iowa State art students.
“Everyone gets to see pride in their community,” Deuel said.
E-mail: kgibson@vfw.org

‘Delivering Dreams’

VFW and Ladies Auxiliary Help Build
Louisville Playground
AN IMPOVERISHED LOUISVILLE, KY., neighborhood known as Portland was the
recipient of good will last September. Some 18 VFW and Ladies Auxiliary members from
VFW’s District 6 teamed up with numerous other veterans to build a playground at the Neighborhood House.
Named Operation Delivering Dreams, the community service playground project was
sponsored by UPS and more than 30 other local businesses, which offered up their employee
veterans as volunteers.
The play area features not only swings and slides but a theater and a picnic area.
Neighborhood House serves the neighborhood of Portland by providing “educational
resources and programs to hundreds of children and adults in hopes of improving lives and
breaking the cycle of poverty,” according to the group’s website. With nearly 40% of Portland
households living on $15,000 a year or less, there is a demonstrated need in the community.
That’s why VFW and Ladies Auxiliary members rolled up their sleeves and went to work
constructing the playground.
“I was proud to see ‘Team VFW’ participate and showcase our community service
commitment and know-how,” said Martha Cassity, the first female Department of Kentucky
commander. “We even recruited a few members along the way.”
Cassity, who has made helping Kentucky’s homeless veterans and their families a priority,
served in Germany and South Korea and was discharged from the Army in 1994.
In addition to the estimated 168 volunteer hours logged by members, VFW also donated a
flag for the Neighborhood House gym.
“The mission focus and inherent teamwork skills of our VFW and Ladies Auxiliary members
were exhilarating to witness,” said Dwight Riggle, VFW District 6 commander.
The Portland children who utilize Neighborhood House actually helped design
the playground.
E-mail: jblankenship@vfw.org

VFW and Ladies Auxiliary members
from Kentucky’s District 6 helped build a
playground last September at the Neighborhood
House in Louisville. Kids who daily come to the community center
now have a safe place to play and enjoy the outdoors.
PHOTOS COURTESY OF NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE

Here’s Why This Project Matters
Once upon a time, Portland was a bustling
town that attracted a lot of business along the
Ohio River. Today, Portland faces significant
challenges:
•N
 early 40% of households live on
$15,000/year or less.
•M
 ore than half of all Portland children live
in poverty (less than $24,000 per year for a
family of four).

•3
 out of 5 families are headed by a
single parent.
•3
 5% of adults do not have a high
school diploma.
Poverty, crime and drugs are barriers to
success for most of the children growing
up in the neighborhood. The playground
at Neighborhood House is a safe place
for the youngsters to gather.

‘Wealth of Resources’

Ohio Post Educates Guard Unit and Earns Members
FOR NEARLY SIX YEARS, POST 7883
in Westerville, Ohio, has adopted
the Ohio Army National Guard’s
Headquarters
and
Headquarters
Battery, 174th Air Defense Artillery
Brigade. In addition to helping sponsor
events for soldiers and their families,
the Post has provided education on
services and benefits for vets.
The Post regularly attends the
unit’s call-to-duty and welcome-home
ceremonies, as well as family-day
picnics and formal unit functions.
According to Post Commander
Michael Goodman, the Post has gained
a few new members along the way.
“We have received some really
positive feedback when it comes to

membership,” Goodman said. “We’re
showing them that we aren’t that
stereotype of old guys sitting around
smoking cigars, drinking cheap beer
and telling stories.”
With no Post home to support—they
use an American Legion building for
their meetings—Goodman said they
are able to devote their resources to
giving back “more effectively.”
While the Post has given more
than $7,000 to support unit picnics,
Christmas parties and the brigade ball,
VFW members want to make it clear
that there is much more going on than
having parties.
“That really isn’t what it is all
about,” said Tony Ellers, past 7883

“It’s really all about veterans
helping other veterans.”
— Tony Ellers,
past 7883 Post commander

Post commander. “It’s really all about
veterans helping other veterans.”
To that end, the Post works with
discharging soldiers to understand
their VA entitlements. Ellers noted that
some wait years to seek help at VA, but
he encourages those he encounters to
get started early.
“We have relationships with the VA,”
Eller said. “We have relationships with
the Franklin County service officers.
We can help any veterans in need,
whether it is medical or financial.”
Goodman agrees, saying it’s VFW’s
job to steer the soldiers in the right
direction.
E-mail: jblankenship@vfw.org
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‘Thank and Honor’ the Warriors

Connecticut Post Hosts Commemorative Dinner
for Vietnam Vets
POST 7659 IN GLASTONBURY, CONN., BECAME A 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE VIETNAM WAR
Commemoration partner in 2014. The Post’s commitment includes hosting events to “thank and honor” Vietnam veterans
for their service.

Conduct Your Own Event
For information on how your
Post can become an official
commemorative partner of the
50th Anniversary of the Vietnam
War Commemoration, visit
www.VietnamWar50th.com.

On Nov. 9, the Post hosted a “Thank
a Vietnam Vet” dinner at the South Congregational Church in East Hartford,
Conn. Post Commander Frank Forrest
said he had a chef who owed him a favor
and agreed to prepare a turkey buffet.
The dinner began at 4 p.m. and by 5:30
p.m. they were out of food, having had
70 people come through.
“It was a good problem to have,” said
Forrest, a Vietnam vet, with regard to
running out of food. “I had said if we

Commemorative partners are
expected to: “Participate in the
commemoration of the Vietnam
War by planning and conducting
events and activities that will
recognize the Vietnam
Veterans and their families’
service, valor, and sacrifice.”

ran out I would purchase pizza, but we
had some leftover meatloaf so everyone
was happy.”
Although the Post doesn’t have a lot
of Vietnam veterans, Forrest said he
felt like becoming a commemorative
partner was the right thing to do.
“We want to properly thank and
honor our Vietnam veterans and their
families,” said Forrest, an Army vet
who served in Vietnam from Feb. 14,
1969 to, Feb. 14, 1970.
The November dinner followed the
Post’s monthly troop support packing

event. Each month, Post members
get together and package homemade
cookie and candy in 20 boxes to send
to troops overseas. It’s something that,
despite not having a Post home, members have been doing for many years.
“Our building was badly burned several years ago,” Forrest said. “But now
we don’t have the headaches that come
with having a Post home, so we are able
to do more things like this.”
If your Post is a Vietnam War
commemorative partner and has
hosted similar events, please contact
the Checkpoint editor at tdyhouse@
vfw.org.
E-mail: jblankenship@vfw.org

2,136 Recognized to Date

World War II Veterans Leading VFW Posts from Coast to Coast
THE CHECKPOINT STAFF EXTENDS A HEARTY “THANK YOU” to all
our World War II Post leaders, members and veterans. And we want to recognize
those who still devote time and energy to VFW causes.
Listed below are 49 WWII veterans who serve VFW Posts in official capacities.
Checkpoint has recognized a total of 2,136 such Post leaders since the March/April
2009 issue. We will continue to feature this section in subsequent issues until
every WWII Post leader whose name is submitted is recognized.
If you would like to recognize a WWII veteran who currently serves your Post,
please send us his or her name, official Post position and your Post’s location.
Send information to:
Checkpoint
Attn: WWII Leaders
406 W. 34th Street
Kansas City, MO 64111
E-mail: tdyhouse@vfw.org
Name

Position

Post/Location

Richard F. Abare
Clifford Allen
Harry Bailey
Edward Bird
Harry Blythe
George Bucci
John Butler
Dominic Centorbi
Malcom Clarke
Clarence Cooper
Bob Daniels
Ray Dresden
Joseph Farina
Tom Fitzpatrick
Ken Gaul
George Gayle

Commander
Trustee
Surgeon
Honor Guard
Service Officer
Sergeant-at-Arms
Trustee
Honor Guard
Jr. Vice Cmdr.
Trustee
Trustee
Honor Guard
Judge Advocate
Honor Guard
Adjutant
Trustee

Post 9653, Morrisville, Vt.
Post 9736, Croft, N.C.
Post 8189, Crystal River, Fla.
Post 1146, St. Clair Shores, Mich.
Post 9736, Croft, N.C.
Post 1161, Town of Newburgh, N.Y.
Post 1615, Blauvelt, N.Y.
Post 1146, St. Clair Shores, Mich.
Post 4907, Wellsboro, Pa.
Post 6872, Crowley, Texas
Post 8583, Gardnerville, Nev.
Post 1146, St. Clair Shores, Mich.
Post 1161, Town of Newburgh, N.Y.
Post 1146, St. Clair Shores, Mich.
Post 10706, Brinnon, Wash.
Post 96, Montgomery, Ala.
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Name

Position

Post/Location

Thomas Geiger
James Hanley
Harold Herron
David Hymes
Austin Ison
Alfred Joswiak
Marvin Kessler
Art Kimball
Morley Kwaschnefski
Elston Landrum
Otis Lawler
Peter Lerose
Peter Longstreth
Bob Miller
Ralph Milner
Lowell Nofziger
William Omoto
Tom Rhoads
John Riggs
Donald Ruckdeschel
William Ryan
Roger Shields
Frank D. Spinozzi
Edmund Suzenski
Calvin Temple
John Terborg
John Tokarewich
Joseph Trachtenberg
Benjamin Walker
Harold Wallis
Jack Warner
Jess Wise
Frank W. Zabransky

Sr. Vice Cmdr.
Commander
Honor Guard
Commander
Trustee
Chaplain
Trustee
Honor Guard
Honor Guard
Quartermaster
Trustee
Jr. Vice Cmdr.
Trustee
Trustee
Trustee
Quartermaster
Quartermaster
Honor Guard
Adjutant
Quartermaster
Surgeon
Trustee
Chaplain
Trustee
Chaplain
Trustee
Surgeon
Judge Advocate
Surgeon
Trustee
Honor Guard
Judge Advocate
Adjutant

Post 4795, Windber, Pa.
Post 1833, Medford, Ore.
Post 1144, Iaeger, W.Va.
Post 235, Chicago, Ill.
Post 11428, Sandy Hook, Ky.
Post 10187, Edgar, Wis.
Post 1336, Coal City, Ill.
Post 1324, Oregon City, Ore.
Post 1146, St. Clair Shores, Mich.
Post 7514, Quitman, Ark.
Post 6872, Crowley, Texas
Post 1161, Town of Newburgh, N.Y.
Post 7070, Oakdale, Pa.
Post 6271, Benson, Ariz.
Post 6872, Crowley, Texas
Post 9736, Croft, N.C.
Post 1629, Monterey, Calif.
Post 3965, Springfield, Ore.
Post 7514, Quitman, Ark.
Post 1161, Town of Newburgh, N.Y.
Post 4206, Melbourne, Fla.
Post 1161, Town of Newburgh, N.Y.
Post 1336, Coal City, Ill.
Post 9544, Suffield, Conn.
Post 8206, Turbotville, Pa.
Post 8189, Crystal River, Fla.
Post 9284, Elk Grove Village, Ill.
Post 1615, Blauvelt, N.Y.
Post 1425, Plymouth, Pa.
Post 1324, Oregon City, Ore.
Post 1146, St. Clair Shores, Mich.
Post 3965, Springfield, Ore.
Post 809, Little Ferry, N.J.

Helping Kids and Veterans

‘A Post Effort’

Tennessee Post Grows
Produce with Special
Needs Youth

Missouri Post Shares
Bountiful Harvest with
Local Veterans

SACRIFICING ONE OF ITS FOUR HORSESHOE PITS ENDEARED
Post 9851 in Hendersonville, Tenn., to its community. In 2014, the Post
decided to transform the former horseshoe pit into a community garden
based on a suggestion by Project 22, a group of special-needs young adults
who learn life skills through projects and community service. The two groups
collaborated to maintain the garden.
“They presented their idea of wanting to use the garden to teach young
adults with handicaps and did one heck of a job,” said Bob Underwood, Post
9851 senior vice commander.

LAST YEAR, POST 5896 IN FARMINGTON, MO., decided to make
the most of the space it owns and occupies.
“We have a pretty sizable piece of property,” said Larry Lazoen, Post 5896
quartermaster. “Part of it wasn’t being used, and I thought, ‘What a waste.’
So I asked the Post if I could put in this garden.”
The first season, Lazoen took on most of the responsibility, paying out of
pocket for starter plants and gardening supplies. But for the 2014 season—
the second season—the Post offered $200 to cover all gardening costs.
Lazoen says that he was under budget this year and was still able to plant
everything from okra to bell peppers. Vegetables go to any area veteran who
wants fresh produce.
“It’s their Post, their garden,” said Lazoen. “[The veterans]
could help themselves. We raise enough plants for
everyone to enjoy, and it’s not like we run out. It
works out really great.”
According to Lazoen, Post
members and citizens of
Farmington, located some
60 miles south of St. Louis,
pitched in this year to assist
in maintaining the garden. So
rt.
Lazoen says he has no doubt
a Post effo
s
t’
I

“
that the garden will continue
be
for quite some time.
It’s going to
“The more the members
long
perpetual,
see me out there, more often
ne.”
someone will come help me
after I’m go
weed or help me plant,” he
en,
said. “It’s a Post effort. It’s
— L arry Lazo uartermaster.
Q
going to be perpetual, long after
Post 5896
I’m gone.”
The garden partially is in
conjunction with the Post’s
relief program, in which they
offer financial help for vets having
trouble making ends meet.
“If a vet is in need—can’t pay a light bill or something—we are there for
him,” Lazoen said. “Our sole purpose here is to help our brothers.”
Additionally, the Post makes a concerted effort to be visible in the community and active for members. They have full breakfasts open to the public
each Monday, as well as bingo on Thursdays and dinners on Sundays. In the
spring and summer, the Post hosts a barbeque and farmer’s market.
E-mail: kgibson@vfw.org

PHOTOS COURTESY OF POST 9851

The Hendersonville high school horticulture classes provided starter
plants for the gardeners. All vegetables grown in the garden are pesticide-free,
and are donated to the food pantry operated by the Post for area veterans in
need. Hendersonville is located some 18 miles northeast of Nashville, Tenn.
“This is part of our community outreach program,” Post Commander
David Moomy told Nashville’s Tennessean. “This was offered to us, and we
jumped on it.”
The 2014 growing season was the first for the Post and Project 22. And it
was a very successful season. Among the vegetables grown were tomatoes,
cucumbers, peppers and pumpkins that “grew so big they couldn’t move
them,” according to Underwood.
One mother of a Project 22 youth helped tend the garden every day. She
also suggested they plant specific flowers and other foliage to deter animals and insects from eating the fresh produce before it could be harvested
and moved to the food pantry. The Post plans to continue the venture with
Project 22.
“I think it was an outstanding result for this speculative venture,” Underwood said. “We’re helping the kids, and veterans are getting fresh vegetables
instead of things that were rejected or left over from the grocery store. We
didn’t know where it was going to end up, but it was a win for the community.”
Beyond simply working with the teens in the garden, the Post now invites
Project 22 members to ice cream socials and spaghetti dinners.
E-mail: kgibson@vfw.org
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Properly Saying Goodbye to Old Glory
Rusty Franklin, an Honor Guard member of Post 1503 in Dale City, Va., retires a U.S. flag
during a June ceremony at the Post. According to Post Quartermaster James Spiker, the 603member Post conducts a flag retirement ceremony on its outdoor pavilion four times a year and
retires anywhere from 250-500 flags each time.
“Everything is done by the book,” Spiker says. “We’ve been performing this service for the
community for at least the last 10 years. As part of each ceremony, we read the latest names of
KIAs from Afghanistan, and prior to that, those from Iraq.”
PHOTO BY PAUL VILLARE, POST 1503/COURTESY OF VIRGINIA VETERANS
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Posts with the Most
Rank

Post No.

1
2
3
4
5

27
1503
1114
9972
8862

Rank

No. Location

Location

VFW POSTS OF 1,000 MEMBERS
OR MORE AS OF DEC. 12, 2014

Members

Wiesbaden, Germany..................2,622
Dale City, VA................................2,423
Evansville, IN................................2,076
Sierra Vista, AZ............................ 1,883
Vicenza, Italy................................ 1,656

6
7
8
9
10

392
4372
2485
9785
6873

Virginia Beach, VA........................ 1,631
Odessa, TX...................................1,606
Angeles City, Philippines............1,604
Eagle River, AK............................. 1,598
Abilene, TX................................... 1,443

17 7234 Ocean View, DE..................1,263
18 10047 North Las Vegas, NV......... 1,253
18 628 Sioux Falls, SD..................... 1,253
18 1146 St Clair Shores, MI............. 1,253
21 4709 Conroe, TX............................1,194
22 10097 Fort Myers Beach, FL......... 1,193
23 972 Terre Haute, IN.....................1,188

24 549 Tucson, AZ.............................1,125
25 2503 Omaha, NE.............................1,123
26 4809 Norfolk, VA............................1,119
27 2111 Chula Vista, CA....................1,105
28 1273 Rapid City, SD..................... 1,081
29 1326 Bismarck, ND..................... 1,068
30 7686 Alamogordo, NM..............1,060

www.facebook.com/vfwcheckpointnewsletter

@VFWCheckpoint

Members

11 4647 North Highlands, CA.........1,368
12 6506 Rosedale, MD.....................1,359
13 10692 Grafenwoehr, Germany....1,348
14
63 Boise, ID...............................1,345
15
76 San Antonio, TX..................1,274
16 9342 Ansbach, Germany.............1,271

31 969 Tacoma, WA........................1,052
32 10436 Kitzingen, Germany..........1,032
33 1512 Lemon Grove, CA................1,031
34 2391 Saint Augustine, FL...........1,025
35 1599 Chambersburg, PA...........1,004

A ‘Great Tradition’ Continues
in the Netherlands
Michael Devenitch, former commander of the Department of
Oklahoma, places an Oklahoma state flag on the grave of Army Pfc.
Eugene A. Morris, a WWII GI from Oklahoma buried in the Netherlands
American Military Cemetery near Margraten, the Netherlands, on
Memorial Day weekend in 2013.
Devenitch was carrying on a tradition that started more than 50 years
ago. After the original benefactor died in 1999, a teacher at the American
School of The Hague continued decorating the graves at her own expense
until 2012. Devenitch, a member of Post 8706 in Moore, Okla., says the
Department of Oklahoma plans to “continue this great tradition for years
to come.”
The burial ground is the only U.S. military cemetery in the Netherlands.
The 65½-acre site is home to the remains of 8,301 U.S. troops. The U.S.
30th Infantry Division liberated the town of Margraten from German
forces on Sept. 23, 1944.
PHOTO COURTESY OF MICHAEL DEVENITCH
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